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Zechariah 8

The LORD Promises to Bless Jerusalem - Verses 1-6

! The word of the LORD Almighty came to me. 2 This is what the LORD Almighty
says: “I am very jealous for Zion; I am burning with jealousy for her.” 3 This
is what the LORD says: "I will return to Zion and dwell in Jerusalem. Then
Jerusalem will be called the Faithful City, and the mountain of the LORD
Almighty will be called the Holy Mountain.” * This is what the LORD Almighty
says: "Once again men and women of ripe old age will sit in the streets of
Jerusalem, each of them with cane in hand because of their age. ° The city
streets will be filled with boys and girls playing there.” © This is what the
LorRD Almighty says: "It may seem marvelous to the remnant of this people at
that time, but will it seem marvelous to me?” declares the LORD Almighty.

8:3 One day Christ will reign in his kingdom on earth. There all his people will live
with him. This truth should encourage us to look forward to the Messiah's reign.

8:4-5 In troubled times, the very old and very young are the first to suffer and
die. But both groups are plentiful in this vision, filling the streets with their normal
everyday activities. This is a sign of the complete peace and prosperity of God's new
earth.

8:6 The remnant was the small group of exiles who had returned from Babylon to
rebuild Jerusalem and the temple. Struggling to survive in the land, they became
discouraged over the opposition they often faced from hostile neighbors. It was
hard to believe that one day God himself would reign from this city and that their
land would enjoy great peace and prosperity. God's words in this verse could be
summarized: "What seems unbelievable to you is no great thing for me.” Our God is
all-powerful; he can do anything! When confronting seemingly impossible tasks or
situations, remember that "with God all things are possible” (Matthew 19:26).

The LORD Promises to Bless Jerusalem - Verses 7-12

7 This is what the LOrRD Almighty says: "I will save my people from the countries
of the east and the west. 8 I will bring them back to live in Jerusalem; they
will be my people, and I will be faithful and righteous to them as their God."
2 This is what the LORD Almighty says: “Now hear these words, ‘Let your hands
be strong so that the temple may be built.' This is also what the prophets said



who were present when the foundation was laid for the house of
the LORD Almighty. 10 Before that time there were no wages for people or hire
for animals. No one could go about their business safely because of their
enemies, since I had turned everyone against their neighbor. ! But now I will
not deal with the remnant of this people as I did in the past,” declares
the LORD Almighty. 2 "The seed will grow well, the vine will yield its fruit, the
ground will produce its crops, and the heavens will drop their dew. I will give all
these things as an inheritance to the remnant of this people. !3 Just as you,
Judah and Israel, have been a curse among the nations, so I will save you, and
you will be a blessing. Do not be afraid, but let your hands be strong.”

8:8 The covenant relationship will be renewed, and the whole community will be filled
with the presence of God. This promise of forgiveness and restoration extends to
all God's people wherever they may be found.

8:9 God had to give the temple workers a little push to get them moving. They had
heard the prophets’ words of encouragement; at this time they needed to stop just
listening and get to work. We need to listen to what God says, but after he has made
our course of action plain, we need to "be strong” and do what he wants.

Keep Your Lives Simple and Honest - Verses 14-17

14 This is what the LORD Almighty says: “"Just as I had determined to bring
disaster on you and showed no pity when your ancestors angered me,” says
the LORD Almighty, !®“so now I have determined to do good again to Jerusalem
and Judah. Do not be afraid. 1 These are the things you are to do: Speak the
truth to each other, and render true and sound judgment in your courts; 7 do
not plot evil against each other, and do not love to swear falsely. I hate all
this,” declares the LORD.

8:14-15 For more than 15 years, God and his prophets had been urging the people
to finish building the temple. Here again, God encouraged them with visions of the
future. We may be tempted to slow down for many reasons: People aren't responding;
we feel physically or emotionally drained; the workers are uncooperative; the work
is distasteful, too difficult, or not worth the effort. God's promises about the future
should encourage us now. He knows what the results of our labors will be, and thus
he can give us a perspective that will help us continue in our work for him.

8:14-17 God promised to give his people rich rewards, reassuring them that despite
the punishments they had endured, he would not change his mind to bless them. But
he also said they had a job to do—"These are the things you are to do." God will be
faithful, but we also have responsibilities: to tell the truth, exercise justice, and live
peacefully. If you expect God to do his part, be sure to do yours.



Many Nations Will Come to the LORD's People - Verses 18-23

18 The word of the LORD Almighty came to me. !° This is what the LORD Almighty
says: "The fasts of the fourth, fifth, seventh and tenth months will become
joyful and glad occasions and happy festivals for Judah. Therefore love
truth and peace.” 2° This is what the LORD Almighty says: “Many peoples and
the inhabitants of many cities will yet come, 2! and the inhabitants of one city
will go to another and say, ‘Let us go at once to entreat the LOrRD and
seek the LORD Almighty. I myself am going.’ 22 And many peoples and powerful
nations will come to Jerusalem to seek the LORD Almighty and to entreat him.”
23 This is what the LORD Almighty says: “"In those days ten people from all
languages and nations will take firm hold of one Jew by the hem of his robe and
say, 'Let us go with you, because we have heard that God is with you.™

8:19-22 There will come a time when fasting for sins will be replaced by feasting
and joy. People from all nations will "seek the LORD Almighty.” This was also promised
in 2:11. 8:23 In the past, Jerusalem had often borne the brunt of cruel jokes from
other nations (8:13). The city was not respected:; its citizens had sinned so much
that God let them be kicked around by their enemies. But eventually, says Zechariah,
Jerusalem will be a holy place—respected highly throughout the world because its
people will have a change of heart toward God. People from other nations will see
how God has rewarded his people for their faithfulness and will want o be included
in their great blessings.



