
Proverbs 17 
"Wisdom Instructions On Being Foolish" 
  
Below you will find the Scripture Passages and Bible Study notes for this weeks 
lesson. They are also attached to this email if you would like to put them in a folder 
or share them with family and friends. If you have a specific prayer request or would 
like someone to be placed on the prayer list please forward your requests to 
Sbcodoylestown@yahoo.com. If your schedule allows, please consider joining us for 
our live bible study on Weds. 12:00 p.m. or 7:30 p.m. I pray that this study will be a 
blessing to you. 
Pastor Hamlin 
  
  
THEME: Wisdom For All People (Chapters 10-24) 
  
PURPOSE: Solomon wanted to impart wisdom to all people, regardless of their age, 
sex, or position in society. These short, wise sayings give us practical wisdom for 
daily living. We should study them diligently and integrate them into our life. 
  
OUTLINE: 
  

I.        A REFINING FIRE (Verses 1�5): God tests the heart; fools are punished. 
II.      FAMILY PRIDE (Verse 6) : "Grandchildren are the crowning glory of the aged; 
parents are the pride of their children." 

III.    A CATALOG OF FOOLS (Verses 7�28): "The crooked heart will not prosper; 
the twisted tongue tumbles into trouble." 
  
Proverbs 17 
(New International Version) 

A REFINING FIRE (Verses 1�5): God tests the heart; fools are punished. 
Better a dry crust with peace and quiet than a house full of feasting, with strife.  2 A 
prudent servant will rule over a disgraceful son and will share the inheritance as one 
of the family.  3 The crucible for silver and the furnace for gold, but the Lord tests the 
heart.  4 A wicked person listens to deceitful lips; a liar pays attention to a 
destructive tongue.  5 Whoever mocks the poor shows contempt for their Maker; 
whoever gloats over disaster will not go unpunished. 
Proverbs 17:3 
 
It takes intense heat to purify gold and silver. Similarly, it often takes the heat of trials 
for the Christian to be purified. Through trials, God shows us what is in us and clears 
out anything that gets in the way of complete trust in him. Peter says, "These trials 
are only to test your faith, to show that it is strong and pure. It is being tested as fire 
tests and purifies gold and your faith is far more precious to God than mere gold" (1 
Peter 1:7). So when tough times come your way, realize that God wants to use them 
to refine your faith and purify your heart. 
  



 
Proverbs 17:5 
 
Few acts are as cruel as making fun of the less fortunate, but many people do this 
because it makes them feel good to be better off or more successful than someone 
else. Mocking the poor is mocking the God who made them. We also ridicule God 
when we mock the weak, those who are different, or anyone else. When you catch 
yourself putting others down just for fun, stop and think about who created them. 
  
FAMILY PRIDE (Verse 6) : "Grandchildren are the crowning glory of the aged; 
parents are the pride of their children." 
6 Children's children are a crown to the aged, and parents are the pride of their 
children.   
  

A CATALOG OF FOOLS (Verses 7�28): "The crooked heart will not prosper; the 
twisted tongue tumbles into trouble." 
7 Eloquent lips are unsuited to a godless fool - how much worse lying lips to a ruler! 
8 A bribe is seen as a charm by the one who gives it; they think success will come at 
every turn. 9 Whoever would foster love covers over an offense, but whoever 
repeats the matter separates close friends.  10 A rebuke impresses a discerning 
person more than a hundred lashes a fool. 11 Evildoers foster rebellion against God; 
the messenger of death will be sent against them. 12 Better to meet a bear robbed 
of her cubs than a fool bent on folly.  13 Evil will never leave the house of one who 
pays back evil for good. 14 Starting a quarrel is like breaching a dam; so drop the 
matter before a dispute breaks out. 15 Acquitting the guilty and condemning the 
innocent - the Lord detests them both.  16 Why should fools have money in hand to 
buy wisdom, when they are not able to understand it?  17 A friend loves at all times, 
and a brother is born for a time of adversity.  18 One who has no sense shakes 
hands in pledge and puts up security for a neighbor.  19 Whoever loves a quarrel 
loves sin; whoever builds a high gate invites destruction.  20 One whose heart is 
corrupt does not prosper; one whose tongue is perverse falls into trouble.  21 To 
have a fool for a child brings grief; there is no joy for the parent of a godless fool.  22 
A cheerful heart is good medicine, but a crushed spirit dries up the bones.  23 The 
wicked accept bribes in secret to pervert the course of justice.  24 A discerning 

person keeps wisdom in view, but a fool�s eyes wander to the ends of the earth.  
25 A foolish son brings grief to his father and bitterness to the mother who bore him.  
26 If imposing a fine on the innocent is not good, surely to flog honest officials is not 
right.  27 The one who has knowledge uses words with restraint, and whoever has 
understanding is even-tempered.  28 Even fools are thought wise if they keep silent, 
and discerning if they hold their tongues. 
  
Proverbs 17:9 
 
This proverb is saying that we should be willing to disregard the faults of others. 
Covering over offenses is necessary to any relationship. It is tempting, especially in 
an argument, to bring up all the mistakes the other person has ever made. Love, 



however, keeps its mouth shut-difficult though that may be. Try never to bring 
anything into an argument that is unrelated to the topic being discussed. As we grow 
to be like Christ, we will acquire God's ability to forget the confessed sins of the past. 
  
 
Proverbs 17:17 
 
What kind of friend are you? There is a vast difference between knowing someone 
well and being a true friend. The greatest evidence of genuine friendship is loyalty 
(see 1 Corinthians 13:7) - being available to help in times of distress or personal 
struggle. Too many people are fair weather friends. They stick around when the 
friendship helps them and leave when they're not getting anything out of the 
relationship. Think of your friends and assess your loyalty to them. Be the kind of 
true friend the Bible encourages. 
  
Proverbs 17:22 
 
To be cheerful is to be ready to greet others with a welcome, a word of 
encouragement, an enthusiasm for the task at hand, and a positive outlook on the 
future. Such people are as welcome as pain-relieving medicine. 
  
Proverbs 17:24 
 
While there is something to be said for having big dreams, this proverb points out 
the folly of chasing fantasies (having eyes that "wander to the ends of the earth," see 
12:11)) How much better to align your goals with God's, being the kind of person he 
wants you to be. Such goals (wisdom, honesty, patience, love) may not seem 
exciting, but they will determine your eternal future. Take time to think about your 
dreams and goals, and make sure they cover the really important areas of life. 
  
Proverbs 17:27, 28 
 
This proverb highlights several benefits of keeping quiet: (1) It is the best policy if 
you have nothing worthwhile to say; (2) it allows you the opportunity to listen and 
learn; (3) it gives you something in common with those who are wiser. Make sure 
you pause to think and to listen so that when you do speak, you will have something 
important to say. 


