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Bible Study Notes - Chapter 7

False Religion Worthless - Verses 1-29

1 This is the word that came to Jeremiah from the LORD: 2 "Stand at the gate of the LORD's house
and there proclaim this message: " 'Hear the word of the LORD, all you people of Judah who come
through these gates to worship the LORD. 3 This is what the LORD Almighty, the God of Israel,
says: Reform your ways and your actions, and I will let you live in this place. 4 Do not trust in
deceptive words and say, "This is the temple of the LORD, the temple of the LORD, the temple of
the LORD!" 5 If you really change your ways and your actions and deal with each other justly, 6 if
you do not oppress the alien, the fatherless or the widow and do not shed innocent blood in this place,
and if you do not follow other gods to your own harm, 7 then I will let you live in this place, in the
land I gave your forefathers for ever and ever. 8 But look, you are trusting in deceptive words that
are worthless. 9 " 'Will you steal and murder, commit adultery and perjury, burn incense to Baal and
follow other gods you have not known, 10 and then come and stand before me in this house, which
bears my Name, and say, "We are safe"--safe to do all these detestable things? 11 Has this
house, which bears my Name, become a den of robbers to you? But I have been watching! declares
the LORD. 12 " ‘Go now to the place in Shiloh where I first made a awelling for my Name, and see
what I did to it because of the wickedness of my people Israel. 13 While you were doing all these
things, declares the LORD, I spoke to you again and again, but you did not listen; I called you, but
you did not answer. 14 Therefore, what I did to Shiloh I will now do to the house that bears my
Name, the temple you trust in, the place I gave to you and your fathers. 15 I will thrust you from
my presence, just as I did all your brothers, the people of Ephraim. '

7:1-15 As this section opens, God sends Jeremiah to the temple gates to confront the false belief that God
would not let harm come to the temple and to those who lived near it. Jeremiah rebukes the people for their
false and worthless religion, their idolatry, and the shameless behavior of the people and their leaders.
Judah, he says, is ripe for judgment and exile. This happened during the reign of Jehoiakim, a puppet of
Egypt. The nation, in shock over the death of Josiah, was going through a spiritual reversal that removed
much of the good Josiah had done. The themes of this section are false religion, idolatry, and hypocrisy.
Jeremiah was almost put to death for this sermon, but he was rescued by the some of Judah's leaders (see
chapter 26).

7:2-3 The people followed a worship ritual but maintained a sinful lifestyle. It was religion without personal
commitment to God. We can easily do the same. Attending church, taking communion, teaching church school,
singing in the choir—all are empty exercises unless we are truly doing them for God. It is good to do these
activities, not because we ought to do them for the church, but because we want to do them for God.

7:9-11 There are several parallels between how the people of Judah viewed their temple and how many
today view their churches. (1) They didn't make the temple part of their daily living. We may go to beautiful
churches well-prepared for worship, but often we don't take the presence of God with us through the week.
(2) The image of the temple became more important than the substance of faith. Going to church and
belonging to a group can become more important than a life changed for God. (3) The people used their
temple as a refuge from trouble. Many think that religious affiliation will protect them from evil and
problems.


http://www.biblestudytools.com/jeremiah/passage.aspx?q=jeremiah+7:1-29

7:11-12 Jesus used these words from 7:11 in clearing the temple (Mark 11:17; Luke 19:46). This passage
applied to the evil in the temple in Jesus' day as well as in Jeremiah's. God's tabernacle had been at Shiloh,
but Shiloh had been abandoned (Psalm 78:60; Jeremiah 26:6). If God did not preserve Shiloh because the
tabernacle was there, why would he preserve Jerusalem because of the temple?

16 "So do not pray for this people nor offer any plea or petition for them, do not plead with me, for
I will not listen to you. 17 Do you not see what they are doing in the towns of Judah and in the
streets of Jerusalem? 18 The children gather wood, the fathers light the fire, and the women knead
the dough and make cakes of bread for the Queen of Heaven. They pour out drink offerings to other
gods to provoke me to anger. 19 But am I the one they are provoking? declares the LORD. Are they
not rather harming themselves, to their own shame? 20 " 'Therefore this is what the Sovereign LORD
says: My anger and my wrath will be poured out on this place, on man and beast, on the trees of the
field and on the fruit of the ground, and it will burn and not be quenched. 21 " ‘This is what the
LORD Almighty, the God of Israel, says: Go ahead, add your burnt offerings to your other
sacrifices and eat the meat yourselves! 22 For when I brought your forefathers out of Egypt and
spoke to them, I did not just give them commands about burnt offerings and sacrifices, 23 but I gave
them this command: Obey me, and I will be your God and you will be my people. Walk in all the
ways I command you, that it may go well with you 24 But they did not [listen or pay
attention’ instead, they followed the stubborn inclinations of their evil hearts. They went
backward and not forward. 25 From the time your forefathers left Egypt until now, day after day,
again and again I sent you my servants the prophets. 26 But they did not listen to me or pay
attention. They were stiff-necked and did more evil than their forefathers.' 27"When you tell them
all this, they will not listen to you; when you call to them, they will not answer.28 Therefore say to
them, 'This is the nation that has not obeyed the LORD its God or responded to
correction. Truth has perished; it has vanished from their lips. 29 Cut off your hair and throw it
away, take up a lament on the barren heights, for the LORD has rejected and abandoned this
generation that is under his wrath.

7:18 The "Queen of Heaven" was a name for Ishtar, the Mesopotamian goddess of love and fertility. After
the fall of Jerusalem, the refugees from Judah who fled to Egypt continued to worship her (44:17). A
papyrus dating from the 5th century B.C., found at Hermopolis in Egypt, mentions the Queen of Heaven
among the gods honored by the Jewish community living there.

7:19 This verse answers the question, "Who gets hurt when we fturn away from God?" We do! Separating
ourselves from God is like keeping a green plant away from sunlight or water. God is our only source of
spiritual strength. Cut yourself off from him, and you cut off life itself.

7:21-23 God had set up a system of sacrifices to encourage the people to joyfully obey him (see the book
of Leviticus). He required the people o make these sacrifices, not because the sacrifices themselves
pleased him, but because they caused the people to recognize their sin and refocus on living for God. They
faithfully made the sacrifices but forgot the reason they were offering them, and thus they disobeyed God.
Jeremiah reminded the people that acting out religious rituals was meaningless unless they were prepared to
obey God in all areas of life.

OBEDIENCE VERSUS SACRIFICES

Hosea 6:6 God says many times that he doesn't want our gifts and sacrifices when we give them out of
ritual or hypocrisy. God wants us first to love and obey him.

1 Samuel 15:22-23 Obedience is better than sacrifice.
Psalm 40:6-8 God doesn't want sacrifices or offerings; he wants us o take joy in doing his will.
Psalm 51:16-19 God isn't interested in sacrifice; he wants a broken and repentant heart.

Jeremiah 7:21-23 It isn't sacrifices God wants; he desires our obedience and promises that he will be our
God and we will be his people.



Hosea 6:6 God doesn't want sacrifices; he wants us to show mercy. He doesn't want offerings; he wants us
to acknowledge him.

7:25 From the time of Moses to the end of the Old Testament period, God sent many prophets to Israel
and Judah. No matter how bad the circumstances were, God always raised up a prophet to speak against
their stubborn spiritual attitudes.

7:27 Why did God instruct Jeremiah to prophesy and proclaim if the effort would be fruitless? God
demonstrates his consistent faithfulness even in the face of human resistance. God was also “going on
record" for those beyond Jeremiah's generation. See 1 Corinthians 10:1-11 for an explanation of God's
detailed recording of the past failures of his people. The stories are intended to guide us and prevent us
from making the same mistakes.

The Valley of Slaughter

30 " 'The people of Judah have done evil in my eyes, declares the LORD. They have set up their
detestable idols in the house that bears my Name and have defiled it. 31 They have built the high
places of Topheth in the Valley of Ben Hinnom to burn their sons and daughters in the fire--
something I did not command, nor did it enter my mind. 32 So beware, the days are coming, declares
the LORD, when people will no longer call it Topheth or the Valley of Ben Hinnom, but the Valley of
Slaughter, for they will bury the dead in Topheth until there is no more room. 33 Then the
carcasses of this peaple will become food for the birds of the air and the beasts of the earth, and
there will be no one to frighten them away. 34 I will bring an end to the sounds of joy and gladness
and to the voices of bride and bridegroom in the towns of Judah and the streets of Jerusalem, for
the land will become desolate.

7:31-32 The high places (or altars) of Topheth (meaning “fireplace”) were set up in the Valley of Ben
Hinnom, where debris and rubbish from the city were thrown away. This altar was used to worship Molek—a
god who required child sacrifice (2 Kings 23:10). Their valley of sacrifice would become their Valley of
Slaughter by the Babylonians. At the place where the people had killed their children in sinful idol worship,
they themselves would be slaughtered.

Bible Study Notes - Chapter 8

1 " 'At that time, declares the LORD, the bones of the kings and officials of Judah, the bones of
the priests and prophets, and the bones of the people of Jerusalem will be removed from their
graves. 2 They will be exposed to the sun and the moon and all the stars of the heavens, which they
have loved and served and which they have followed and consulted and worshiped. They will not be
gathered up or buried, but will be like refuse lying on the ground. 3 Wherever I banish them, all the
survivors of this evil nation will prefer death to life, declares the LORD Almighty. '

8:1-2 The threat that the graves of Judah's people would be opened was horrible to a people who highly
honored the dead and believed that it was the highest desecration to open graves. This would be an ironic
punishment for idol worshipers: Their bones would be laid out before the sun, moon, and stars—the gods
they thought could save them.

Sin and Punishment ~ Verses 4-22

4 "Say to them, 'This is what the LORD says: " 'When men fall down, do they not get up? When a
man turns away, does he not return? 5 Why then have these people turned away? Why does
Jerusalem always turn away? They cling to deceit: they refuse to return. 6 I have listened
attentively, but they do not say what is right. No one repents of his wickedness, saying, "What have
I done?" Each pursues his own course like a horse charging into battle. 7 Even the stork in the sky
knows her appointed seasons, and the dove, the swift and the thrush observe the time of their
migration. But my people do not know the requirements of the LORD. 8 " 'How can you say, "We are

wise, for we have the law of the LORD," when actually the lying pen of the scribes has handled it
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falsely? 9 The wise will be put to shame,; they will be dismayed and trapped. Since they have rejected
the word of the LORD, what kind of wisdom do they have? 10 Therefore I will give their wives to
other men and their fields to new owners. From the least to the greatest, all are greedy for
gain: prophets and priests alike, all practice deceit. 11 They dress the wound of my people as though
it were not serious. "Peace, peace," they say, when there is no peace. 12 Are they ashamed of their
loathsome conduct? No, they have no shame at all; they do not even know how to blush. So they will
fall among the fallen: they will be brought down when they are punished, says the LORD. 13 " ‘I will
fake away their harvest, declares the LORD. There will be no grapes on the vine. There will be no
figs on the tree, and their leaves will wither. What I have given them will be taken from them.'
" 14 "Why are we sitting here? Gather together! Let us flee to the fortified cities and perish there!
For the LORD our God has doomed us to perish and given us poisoned water to drink, because we have
sinned against him. 15 We hoped for peace but no good has come, for a time of healing but there was
only terror. 16 The snorting of the enemy's horses is heard from Dan’ at the neighing of their
stallions the whole land trembles. They have come to devour the land and everything in it, the city
and all who live there. " 17 "See, I will send venomous snakes among you, vipers that cannot be
charmed, and they will bite you," declares the LORD. 180 my Comforter in sorrow, my heart is
faint within me. 19 Listen to the cry of my people from a land far away: "Is the LORD not in Zion?
Is her King no longer there?" "Why have they provoked me to anger with their images, with their
worthless foreign idols? " 20 "The harvest is past, the summer has ended, and we are not
saved. " 21 Since my people are crushed, I am crushed: I mourn, and horror grips me. 22 Is there no
balm in Gilead? Is there no physician there? Why then is there no healing for the wound of my
people?

8:4-6 When people fall down or realize that they are headed in the wrong direction, it only makes sense for
them to get up or change directions. But as God watched the nation, he saw people living sinful lives by
choice, deceiving themselves that there would be no consequences. They had lost perspective concerning
God's will for their lives and were trying to minimize their sin. Are there some indicators that you have
fallen down or are heading the wrong way? What are you doing to get back on the right path?

8:20-22 These words vividly portray Jeremiah's emotion as he watched his people reject God. He
responded with anguish to a world dying in sin. We watch that same world still dying in sin, still rejecting
God. But how often is our heart broken for our lost friends and neighbors, our lost world? Only when we
have Jeremiah's kind of passionate concern will we be moved to help. We must begin by asking God to break
our hearts for the world he loves.

8:22 Gilead was famous for its healing balm (medicine). This is a rhetorical question. The obvious answer is,
"Yes—God could heal them,” but Israel was not applying the "balm”; they were not obeying the Lord.
Although the people’s spiritual sickness was still very deep, it could be healed. But the people refused the
medicine. God could heal their self-inflicted wounds, but he would not force his healing on them.
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