Second Baptist Church of Doylestown
Jeremiah Chapters 31-32
2/4/15
Bible Study Notes - Chapter 31

Verses 1-20

1 "At that time," declares the LORD, "I will be the God of all the clans of Israel, and they will be my
people.” 2 This is what the LORD says: "The people who survive the sword will find favor in the desert I
will come to give rest to Israel.” 3 The LORD appeared to us in the past, saying: "I have loved you with an
everlasting love; I have drawn you with loving-kindness. 4 I will build you up again and you will be rebuilt, O
Virgin Israel. Again you will take up your tambourines and go out to dance with the joyful. 5 Again you will
plant vineyards on the hills of Samaria,; the farmers will plant them and enjoy their fruit. 6 There will be a
day when watchmen cry out on the hills of Ephraim, ‘Come, let us go up to Zion, to the LORD our God.'’
"7 This is what the LORD says: "Sing with joy for Jacob, shout for the foremost of the nations. Make
your praises heard, and say, 'O LORD, save your people, the remnant of Israel.’ 8 See, I will bring them
from the land of the north and gather them from the ends of the earth. Among them will be the blind and
the lame, expectant mothers and women in labor; a great throng will retfurn. 9 They will come with
weeping.; they will pray as I bring them back. I will lead them beside streams of water on a level path
where they will not stumble, because I am Israel's father, and Ephraim is my firstborn son. 10 "Hear the
word of the LORD, O nations.; proclaim it in distant coastlands: 'He who scattered Israel will gather them
and will watch over his flock like a shepherd.’' 11 For the LORD will ransom Jacob and redeem them from
the hand of those stronger than they. 12 They will come and shout for joy on the heights of Zion, they will
refoice in the bounty of the LORD-- the grain, the new wine and the oil, the young of the flocks and
herds. They will be like a well-watered garden, and they will sorrow no more. 13 Then maidens will dance
and be glad, young men and old as well. I will turn their mourning into gladness; I will give them
comfort and joy instead of sorrow. 14 I will satisfy the priests with abundance, and my people will be filled
with my bounty, " declares the LORD. 15 This is what the LORD says: "A voice is heard in Ramah, mourning
and great weeping, Rachel weeping for her children and refusing to be comforted, because her children are
no more." 16 This is what the LORD says: "Restrain your voice from weeping and your eyes from ftears, for
your work will be rewarded,” declares the LORD. "They will return from the land of the enemy. 17 So
there is hope for your future," declares the LORD. "Your children will return to their own land. 18 "T have
surely heard Ephraim’s moaning: 'You disciplined me like an unruly calf, and I have been disciplined.
Restore me, and I will return, because you are the LORD my God. 19 After I strayed, I repented; after I
came to understand, I beat my breast. I was ashamed and humiliated because I bore the disgrace of my
youth.' 20 Is not Ephraim my dear son, the child in whom I delight? Though I often speak against him, I
still remember him. Therefore my heart yearns for him:; I have great compassion for him," declares the
LORD.

31:1 This promise is to all the families and clans (tribes) of Israel, not only to the tribe of Judah. The restoration
will include all people who trust God.

31:3 God reaches toward his people with kindness motivated by deep and everlasting love. He is eager to do the
best for them if they will only let him. After many words of warning about sin, this reminder of God's magnificent
love is a breath of fresh air. Rather than thinking of God with dread, look carefully and see him lovingly drawing us
toward himself.

31:15 Rachel, Jacob's favorite wife, was the symbolic mother of the northern tribes, which were taken into
captivity by the Assyrians. Rachel is pictured crying for the exiles at Ramah, a staging point of deportation. This
verse is quoted in Matthew 2:18 to describe the sadness of the mothers of Bethlehem as the male children were
killed. The weeping was great in both cases.



31:18-20 These verses give expressions picturing grief and mourning. Ephraim was one of the major tribes of the
northern kingdom of Israel. Although Israel had sunk into the most degrading sins, God still loved the people. A
remnant would return to God, repenting of their sins, and God would forgive. God still loves you, despite anything
you may have done. He will forgive you if you turn back to him.

Verses 21-40

21 "Set up road signs; put up guideposts. Take note of the highway, the road that you take. Return, O
Virgin Israel, return to your towns. 22 How long will you wander, O unfaithful daughter? The LORD will
create a new thing on earth-- a woman will surround a man."” 23 This is what the LORD Almighty, the God
of Israel, says: "When I bring them back from captivity, the people in the land of Judah and in its towns
will once again use these words: 'The LORD bless you, O righteous dwelling, O sacred mountain.' 24 People
will live together in Judah and all its towns--farmers and those who move about with their flocks. 25 I will
refresh the weary and satisfy the faint.” 26 At this I awoke and looked around. My sleep had been
pleasant to me. 27 "The days are coming," declares the LORD, "when I will plant the house of Israel and
the house of Judah with the offspring of men and of animals. 28 Just as I watched over them fto
uproot and tear down, and to overthrow, destroy and bring disaster, so I will watch over them to build and
to plant," declares the LORD. 29 "In those days people will no longer say, 'The fathers have eaten sour
grapes, and the children’s teeth are set on edge.' 30 Instead, everyone will die for his own sin; whoever
eats sour grapes--his own teeth will be set on edge. 31 "The time is coming, " declares the LORD, "when I
will make a new covenant with the house of Israel and with the house of Judah. 32 It will not be like the
covenant I made with their forefathers when I took them by the hand to lead them out of Egypt, because
they broke my covenant, though I was a husband to them, " declares the LORD. 33 "This is the covenant I
will make with the house of Israel after that time," declares the LORD. 'I will put my law in their
minds and write it on their hearts. I will be their God, and they will be my people. 34 No longer will a man
teach his neighbor, or a man his brother, saying, 'Know the LORD, ' because they will all know me, from the
least of them to the greatest " declares the LORD. "For I will forgive their wickedness and will remember
their sins no more."” 35 This is what the LORD says, he who appoints the sun to shine by day, who decrees
the moon and stars to shine by night, who stirs up the sea so that its waves roar-- the LORD Almighty is
his name: 36 “Only if these decrees vanish from my sight,"” declares the LORD, "will the descendants of
Israel ever cease to be a nation before me."” 37 This is what the LORD says: "Only if the heavens above
can be measured and the foundations of the earth below be searched out will I reject all the descendants
of Israel because of all they have done," declares the LORD. 38 "The days are coming," declares the
LORD, "when this city will be rebuilt for me from the Tower of Hananel to the Corner Gate. 39 The
measuring line will stretch from there straight to the hill of Gareb and then turn to Goah. 40 The whole
valley where dead bodies and ashes are thrown, and all the terraces out to the Kidron Valley on the east as
far as the corner of the Horse Gate, will be holy to the LORD. The city will never again be uprooted or
demolished. "

31:29-30 The people tried to blame God's judgment on the sins of their parents. One person's sin does indeed
affect other people, but all people are still held personally accountable for the sin in their own lives (Deuteronomy
24:16; Ezekiel 18:2). What excuses do you use for your sins?

31:33 God would write his law on their hearts rather than on tablets of stone, as he did the Ten Commandments.
In 17:1 their sin was engraved on their hearts so that they wanted above all to disobey. This change seems to
describe an experience very much like the new birth, with God taking the initiative. When we turn our lives over to
God, he, by his Holy Spirit, builds into us the desire to obey him. The old covenant, broken by the people, would be
replaced by a new covenant. The foundation of this new covenant is Christ (Hebrews 8:6). It is revolutionary,
involving not only Israel and Judah, but even the Gentiles. It offers a unique personal relationship with God
himself, with his laws written on individuals' hearts instead of on stone. Jeremiah looked forward to the day when
Jesus would come to establish this covenant. But for us today, this covenant is here. We have the wonderful
opportunity to make a fresh start and establish a permanent, personal relationship with God (see 29:11; 32:38-40).



31:35-37 God has the power to do away with the laws of nature or even to do away with his people. But he will do
neither. This is not a prediction; it is a promise. This is God's way of saying that he will not reject Israel any more
than he will do away with nature's laws. Neither will happen!

Bible Study Notes - Chapter 32

Jeremiah Buys a Field — Verses 1-25

1 This is the word that came to Jeremiah from the LORD in the tenth year of Zedekiah king of Judah,
which was the eighteenth year of Nebuchadnezzar. 2 The army of the king of Babylon was then
besieging Jerusalem, and Jeremiah the prophet was confined in the courtyard of the guard in the royal
palace of Judah. 3 Now Zedekiah king of Judah had imprisoned him there, saying, "Why do you prophesy as
you do? You say, 'This is what the LORD says: I am about to hand this city over to the king of Babylon,
and he will capture it. 4 Zedekiah king of Judah will not escape out of the hands of the Babylonians but will
certainly be handed over to the king of Babylon, and will speak with him face to face and see him with his
own eyes. 5 He will take Zedekiah to Babylon, where he will remain until I deal with him, declares the
LORD. If you fight against the Babylonians, you will not succeed.’' " 6 Jeremiah said, "The word of the
LORD came to me: 7 Hanamel son of Shallum your uncle is going to come to you and say, 'Buy my field at
Anathoth, because as nearest relative it is your right and duty to buy it.' 8 "Then, just as the LORD had
said, my cousin Hanamel came to me in the courtyard of the guard and said, 'Buy my field at Anathoth in
the territory of Benjamin. Since it is your right to redeem it and possess it, buy it for yourself.' "I knew
that this was the word of the LORD, 9 so I bought the field at Anathoth from my cousin Hanamel and
weighed out for him seventeen shekels of silver. 10 I signed and sealed the deed, had it witnessed, and
weighed out the silver on the scales. 11 I took the deed of purchase--the sealed copy containing the terms
and conditions, as well as the unsealed copy-- 12 and I gave this deed to Baruch son of Neriah, the son of
Mabhseiah, in the presence of my cousin Hanamel and of the witnesses who had signed the deed and of all
the Jews sitting in the courtyard of the guard. 13 "In their presence I gave Baruch these
instructions: 14 'This is what the LORD Almighty, the God of Israel, says: Take these documents, both the
sealed and unsealed copies of the deed of purchase, and put them in a clay jar so they will last a long
time. 15 For this is what the LORD Almighty, the God of Israel, says: Houses, fields and vineyards will
again be bought in this land. ‘16 "After I had given the deed of purchase to Baruch son of Neriah, I prayed
to the LORD: 17"Ah, Sovereign LORD, you have made the heavens and the earth by your great power and
outstretched arm. Nothing is too hard for you. 18 You show love to thousands but bring the punishment for
the fathers' sins into the laps of their children after them. O great and powerful God, whose name is the
LORD Almighty, 19 great are your purposes and mighty are your deeds. Your eyes are open to all the ways
of men; you reward everyone according to his conduct and as his deeds deserve. 20 You performed
miraculous signs and wonders in Egypt and have continued them to this day, both in Israel and among all
mankind, and have gained the renown that is still yours. 21 You brought your people Israel out of Egypt
with signs and wonders, by a mighty hand and an outstretched arm and with great terror. 22 You gave them
this land you had sworn to give their forefathers, a land flowing with milk and honey. 23 They came in and
took possession of it, but they did not obey you or follow your law. they did not do what you commanded
them to do. So you brought all this disaster upon them. 24 "See how the siege ramps are built up to take
the city. Because of the sword, famine and plague, the city will be handed over to the Babylonians who are
attacking it. What you said has happened, as you now see. 25 And though the city will be handed over to
the Babylonians, you, O Sovereign LORD, say to me, 'Buy the field with silver and have the transaction
witnessed. '

32:1-12 God told Jeremiah to buy a field outside Jerusalem. The city had been under siege for a year, and
Jeremiah bought land that the soldiers occupied—certainly a poor investment. In addition, Jeremiah was a
prisoner in the palace. But Jeremiah was demonstrating his faith in God's promises to bring his people back and to
rebuild Jerusalem.

32:6-17 Trust doesn't come easy. It wasn't easy for Jeremiah to publicly buy land already captured by the enemy.
But he trusted God. It wasn't easy for David to believe that he would become king, even after he was anointed.
But he trusted God (1 Samuel 16-31). It wasn't easy for Moses to believe that he and his people would escape



Egypt, even after God spoke to him from a burning bush. But he trusted God (Exodus 3:1-4:20). It isn't easy for us
to believe that God can fulfill his “impossible” promises either, but we must trust him. God, who worked in the lives
of biblical heroes, will work in our lives, too, if we will let him.

32:17-25 After Jeremiah bought the field, he began to wonder if such a move was wise. He sought relief in
prayer from his nagging doubts. In this prayer, Jeremiah affirmed that God is the Creator of heaven and earth
(32:17), the wise Judge, who is aware of all the ways of people (32:19), and our Redeemer, who has great power
(32:21). God loves us and sees our situation. Whenever we doubt God's wisdom or wonder if it is practical to obey
him, we can review what we already know about him. Such thoughts and prayers will quiet our doubts and calm our
fears.

Verses 26-44

" 26 Then the word of the LORD came to Jeremiah: 27 "I am the LORD, the God of all mankind. Is
anything too hard for me? 28 Therefore, this is what the LORD says: I am about to hand this city over to
the Babylonians and to Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon, who will capture it. 29 The Babylonians who are
attacking this city will come in and set it on fire; they will burn it down, along with the houses where the
people provoked me to anger by burning incense on the roofs to Baal and by pouring out drink offerings to
other gods. 30 "The people of Israel and Judah have done nothing but evil in my sight from their
youth, indeed, the people of Israel have done nothing but provoke me with what their hands have
made, declares the LORD.31 From the day it was built until now, this city has so aroused my anger and
wrath that I must remove it from my sight. 32 The people of Israel and Judah have provoked me by all the
evil they have done--they, their kings and officials, their priests and prophets, the men of Judah and the
people of Jerusalem. 33 They turned their backs to me and not their faces; though I taught them again
and again, they would not listen or respond to discipline. 34 They set up their abominable idols in the house
that bears my Name and defiled it. 35 They built high places for Baal in the Valley of Ben Hinnom to
sacrifice their sons and daughters to Molech, though I never commanded, nor did it enter my mind, that
they should do such a detestable thing and so make Judah sin. 36"You are saying about this city, 'By the
sword, famine and plague it will be handed over to the king of Babylon's but this is what the LORD, the
God of Israel, says: 37 I will surely gather them from all the lands where I banish them in my furious
anger and great wrath; I will bring them back to this place and let them live in safety. 38 They will be my
people, and I will be their God. 39 I will give them singleness of heart and action, so that they will always
fear me for their own good and the good of their children after them. 40 I will make an everlasting
covenant with them: I will never stop doing good to them, and I will inspire them to fear me, so that they
will never turn away from me.41 I will rejoice in doing them good and will assuredly plant them in this land
with all my heart and soul. 42 "This is what the LORD says: As I have brought all this great calamity on
this people, so I will give them all the prosperity I have promised them. 43 Once more fields will be
bought in this land of which you say, 'It is a desolate waste, without men or animals, for it has been
handed over to the Babylonians.' 44 Fields will be bought for silver, and deeds will be signed, sealed and
witnessed in the territory of Benjamin, in the villages around Jerusalem, in the towns of Judah and in the
towns of the hill country, of the western foothills and of the Negev, because I will restore their
fortunes, declares the LORD."

32:35 These pagan shrines or “high places” were where the most of fensive worship rituals were enacted to please
Molek, the god of the Ammonites. Children were offered in sacrifice to this pagan god.

32:36-42 God uses his power to accomplish his purposes through his people. God doesn't give you power to be all
you want to be, but he gives you power to be all he wants you to be. The people of Israel had to learn that trusting
God meant radically realigning their purposes and desires toward him. God gave them “singleness of heart” toward
him (32:39). We must develop singleness of heart and action to love God above all else.



