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Bible Study Notes – Chapter 27 

 

Judah to Serve Nebuchadnezzar  

1 Early in the reign of Zedekiah son of Josiah king of Judah, this word came to 
Jeremiah from the LORD: 2 This is what the LORD said to me: "Make a yoke out of 
straps and crossbars and put it on your neck. 3 Then send word to the kings of Edom, 
Moab, Ammon, Tyre and Sidon through the envoys who have come to Jerusalem to 
Zedekiah king of Judah. 4 Give them a message for their masters and say, 'This is 
what the LORD Almighty, the God of Israel, says: "Tell this to your masters: 5 With 
my great power and outstretched arm I made the earth and its people and the 
animals that are on it, and I give it to anyone I please. 6 Now I will hand all your 
countries over to my servant Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon; I will make even the wild 
animals subject to him. 7 All nations will serve him and his son and his grandson until 
the time for his land comes; then many nations and great kings will subjugate him. 8 " ' 
"If, however, any nation or kingdom will not serve Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon or 
bow its neck under his yoke, I will punish that nation with the sword, famine and 
plague, declares the LORD, until I destroy it by his hand. 9 So do not listen to your 
prophets, your diviners, your interpreters of dreams, your mediums or your 
sorcerers who tell you, 'You will not serve the king of Babylon.' 10 They prophesy 
lies to you that will only serve to remove you far from your lands; I will banish you and 
you will perish. 11 But if any nation will bow its neck under the yoke of the king of 
Babylon and serve him, I will let that nation remain in its own land to till it and to 
live there, declares the LORD." '" 12 I gave the same message to Zedekiah king of 
Judah. I said, "Bow your neck under the yoke of the king of Babylon; serve him and his 
people, and you will live. 13 Why will you and your people die by the sword, famine and 
plague with which the LORD has threatened any nation that will not serve the king of 
Babylon? 14 Do not listen to the words of the prophets who say to you, 'You will not 
serve the king of Babylon,' for they are prophesying lies to you. 15 'I have not 
sent them,' declares the LORD. 'They are prophesying lies in my name. Therefore, I 
will banish you and you will perish, both you and the prophets who prophesy to you.' 
" 16 Then I said to the priests and all these people, "This is what the LORD says: Do 
not listen to the prophets who say, 'Very soon now the articles from the LORD's house 
will be brought back from Babylon.' They are prophesying lies to you. 17 Do not 
listen to them. Serve the king of Babylon, and you will live. Why should this city become 
a ruin? 18 If they are prophets and have the word of the LORD, let them plead with 
the LORD Almighty that the furnishings remaining in the house of the LORD and in the 
palace of the king of Judah and in Jerusalem not be taken to Babylon. 19 For this is 
what the LORD Almighty says about the pillars, the Sea, the movable stands and the 



other furnishings that are left in this city, 20 which Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon 
did not take away when he carried Jehoiachin son of Jehoiakim king of Judah into exile 
from Jerusalem to Babylon, along with all the nobles of Judah and Jerusalem-- 21 yes, 
this is what the LORD Almighty, the God of Israel, says about the things that are left 
in the house of the LORD and in the palace of the king of Judah and in 
Jerusalem: 22'They will be taken to Babylon and there they will remain until the day I 
come for them,' declares the LORD. 'Then I will bring them back and restore them to 
this place.' " 

27:1-22 The year was 593 B.C., and Nebuchadnezzar had already invaded Judah once and 

had taken many captives. Jeremiah wore an ox yoke (a wooden frame used to fasten a team of 

animals to a plow) as a symbol of bondage. This was an object lesson, telling the people they 

must put themselves under Babylon’s yoke or be destroyed.  

27:5-6 God punished the people of Judah in an unusual way, by appointing a foreign ruler to 

be his “servant.” Nebuchadnezzar was not appointed to proclaim God’s message, but to fulfill 

God’s promise of judgment on sin. Because God is in control of all events, he uses whomever 

he wants. God may use unlikely people or circumstances to correct or teach you. Be ready to 

accept God’s guidance and correction, even if it comes from unexpected sources.  

27:12-18 Zedekiah was in a tough spot. Jeremiah called on him to surrender to 

Nebuchadnezzar at a time when many of the other leaders wanted him to form an alliance and 

fight. It would be disgraceful for a king to surrender, and he would look like a coward. This 

was a great opportunity for the false prophets, who kept saying that the Babylonians would 

not defeat the great city of Jerusalem and that God would never allow the magnificent, holy 

temple to be destroyed. 

27:19-22  When Nebuchadnezzar invaded Judah, first in 605 and then in 597 B.C., he took 

away many important people living in Jerusalem—including Daniel and Ezekiel. Although these 

men were captives, they had a profound impact on the exiles and leaders in Babylon. Jeremiah 

predicted that more people, and even the precious objects in the temple, would be taken. This 

happened in 586 B.C. during Babylon’s third and last invasion. 

The False Prophet Hananiah 

1 In the fifth month of that same year, the fourth year, early in the reign of 
Zedekiah king of Judah, the prophet Hananiah son of Azzur, who was from Gibeon, said 
to me in the house of the LORD in the presence of the priests and all the 
people: 2 "This is what the LORD Almighty, the God of Israel, says: 'I will break the 
yoke of the king of Babylon. 3 Within two years I will bring back to this place all the 
articles of the LORD's house that Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon removed from here 
and took to Babylon. 4 I will also bring back to this place Jehoiachin son of Jehoiakim 
king of Judah and all the other exiles from Judah who went to Babylon,' declares the 
LORD, 'for I will break the yoke of the king of Babylon.' " 5 Then the prophet 
Jeremiah replied to the prophet Hananiah before the priests and all the people who 
were standing in the house of the LORD. 6 He said, "Amen! May the LORD do so! May 



the LORD fulfill the words you have prophesied by bringing the articles of the LORD's 
house and all the exiles back to this place from Babylon. 7 Nevertheless, listen to what 
I have to say in your hearing and in the hearing of all the people: 8 From early times 
the prophets who preceded you and me have prophesied war, disaster and plague against 
many countries and great kingdoms. 9 But the prophet who prophesies peace will be 
recognized as one truly sent by the LORD only if his prediction comes true." 10 Then 
the prophet Hananiah took the yoke off the neck of the prophet Jeremiah and broke 
it, 11 and he said before all the people, "This is what the LORD says: 'In the same 
way will I break the yoke of Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon off the neck of all the 
nations within two years.' " At this, the prophet Jeremiah went on his way. 12Shortly 
after the prophet Hananiah had broken the yoke off the neck of the prophet Jeremiah, 
the word of the LORD came to Jeremiah: 13 "Go and tell Hananiah, 'This is what the 
LORD says: You have broken a wooden yoke, but in its place you will get a yoke of 
iron. 14 This is what the LORD Almighty, the God of Israel, says: I will put an iron 
yoke on the necks of all these nations to make them serve Nebuchadnezzar king of 
Babylon, and they will serve him. I will even give him control over the wild animals.' 
" 15 Then the prophet Jeremiah said to Hananiah the prophet, "Listen, Hananiah! The 
LORD has not sent you, yet you have persuaded this nation to trust in 
lies. 16Therefore, this is what the LORD says: 'I am about to remove you from the 
face of the earth. This very year you are going to die, because you have preached 
rebellion against the LORD.' " 17 In the seventh month of that same year, Hananiah 
the prophet died. 

28:6-9 Hananiah had just come up with a prophecy everyone liked. He declared that God 

would soon bring relief from all their problems and oppressors. Jeremiah had to admit that 

Hananiah’s words echoed his own wishes. He sincerely hoped Hananiah was right. But 

unfortunately, Hananiah’s words were not from God. Positive or negative, God’s words are 

exactly true. We, like Jeremiah, may honestly wish for results or benefits outside God’s 

plans. But if we are going to be faithful to God, there will be times when we must disagree 

with our own wishes in order to speak the truth and be obedient to God.  

28:8-17 Jeremiah spoke the truth, but it was unpopular; Hananiah spoke lies, but his 

deceitful words brought false hope and comfort to the people. God had already outlined the 

marks of a true prophet (Deuteronomy 13; 18:20-22): A true prophet’s predictions always 

come true, and his words never contradict previous revelation. Jeremiah’s predictions were 

already coming true, from Hananiah’s death to the Babylonian invasions. But the people still 

preferred to listen to comforting lies rather than painful truth. 

 


