
Jeremiah Chapters 17-18 

Bible Study Notes – Chapter 17 
  
Verses 1 - 1 8 
1  "Judah's sin is engraved with an iron tool,  inscribed with a flint point,  on the tablets of their 
hearts and on the horns of their altars.  2 Even their children remember their altars and Asherah 
poles beside the spreading trees and on the high hills.  3 My mountain in the land and your wealth 
and all your treasures I will give away as plunder,  together with your high places,  because of sin 
throughout your country.  4 Through your own fault you will lose the inheritance I gave you.  I will 
enslave you to your enemies in a land you do not know,  for you have kindled my anger,  and it will 
burn forever. " 5 This is what the LORD says:  "Cursed is the one who trusts in man,  who depends 
on flesh for his strength and whose heart turns away from the LORD.  6 He will be like a bush in 
the wastelands;  he will not see prosperity when it comes.  He will dwell in the parched places of the 
desert,  in a salt land where no one lives.  7 "But blessed is the man who trusts in the LORD,  whose 
confidence is in him.  8 He will be like a tree planted by the water that sends out its roots by the 
stream.  It does not fear when heat comes;  its leaves are always green.  It has no worries in a year 
of drought and never fails to bear fruit. " 9 The heart is deceitful above all things and beyond 
cure.  Who can understand it? 1 0 "I the LORD search the heart and examine the mind,  to reward a 
man according to his conduct,  according to what his deeds deserve. " 1 1  Like a partridge that 
hatches eggs it did not lay is the man who gains riches by unjust means.  When his life is half gone,  
they will desert him,  and in the end he will prove to be a fool.  1 2 A glorious throne,  exalted from 
the beginning,  is the place of our sanctuary.  1 3 O LORD,  the hope of Israel,  all who forsake you 
will be put to shame.  Those who turn away from you will be written in the dust because they have 
forsaken the LORD,  the spring of living water.  1 4 Heal me,  O LORD,  and I will be healed;  save me 
and I will be saved,  for you are the one I praise.  1 5 They keep saying to me,  "Where is the word 
of the LORD? Let it now be fulfilled!" 1 6 I have not run away from being your shepherd;  you know 
I have not desired the day of despair.  What passes my lips is open before you.  1 7 Do not be a 
terror to me;  you are my refuge in the day of disaster.  1 8 Let my persecutors be put to shame,  
but keep me from shame;  let them be terrified,  but keep me from terror.  Bring on them the day 
of disaster;  destroy them with double destruction.  
17:1 God’s people continued to sin even though they had the law, the prophets of God, and a national 
history filled with God’s miracles. How could they do that? Why do we continue to cherish sin even 
though we understand the eternal consequences? Jeremiah says the heart is deceitful (17:9), and that 
Judah’s sin is “inscribed with a flint point, on the tablets of their hearts.” The Hebrews symbolized the 
various aspects of a person by locating them in certain physical organs. The heart was the organ of 
reason, intelligence, and will. So deep is our tendency to sin that only God’s redemption can deliver us. 
17:5-8 Two kinds of people are contrasted here: those who trust in human beings and those who trust in 
the Lord. The people of Judah were trusting in false gods and military alliances instead of God, and thus 
they were barren and unfruitful. In contrast, those who trust in the Lord flourish like trees planted by a 
steady source of water (see Psalm 1). In times of trouble, those who trust in human beings will be 
impoverished and spiritually weak, so they will have no strength to draw on. But those who trust in the 
Lord will have abundant strength, not only for their own needs, but even for the needs of others. Are you 
satisfied with being unfruitful, or do you, like a well-watered tree, have strength for times of crisis and 
even some to share as you bear fruit for the Lord? 



17:9-10 God makes it clear why we sin—it’s a matter of the heart. Our hearts have been inclined toward 
sin from the moment we were born. It is easy to fall into the routine of forgetting and forsaking God. 
But we can still choose whether or not to continue in sin. We can yield to a specific temptation, or we can 
ask God to help us resist temptation when it comes. 
17:11 There is a right way and a wrong way to do any task. Jeremiah says that the person who becomes 
rich by unjust means will end up foolish and poor. Whether at work, school, or play, we should strive to be 
honest in all our dealings. Getting a promotion, passing an exam, or gaining prestige by dishonest means 
will never bring God’s blessing or lasting happiness. 
Keeping the Sabbath Holy – Verses 1 9- 27 
1 9 This is what the LORD said to me:  "Go and stand at the gate of the people,  through which the 
kings of Judah go in and out;  stand also at all the other gates of Jerusalem.  20 Say to them,  
'Hear the word of the LORD,  O kings of Judah and all people of Judah and everyone living in 
Jerusalem who come through these gates.  21  This is what the LORD says:  Be careful not to carry 
a load on the Sabbath day or bring it through the gates of Jerusalem.  22 Do not bring a load out 
of your houses or do any work on the Sabbath,  but keep the Sabbath day holy,  as I commanded 
your forefathers.  23 Yet they did not listen or pay attention;  they were stiff- necked and would 
not listen or respond to discipline.  24 But if you are careful to obey me,  declares the LORD,  and 
bring no load through the gates of this city on the Sabbath,  but keep the Sabbath day holy by not 
doing any work on it,  25 then kings who sit on David's throne will come through the gates of this 
city with their officials.  They and their officials will come riding in chariots and on horses,  
accompanied by the men of Judah and those living in Jerusalem,  and this city will be inhabited 
forever.  26 People will come from the towns of Judah and the villages around Jerusalem,  from the 
territory of Benjamin and the western foothills,  from the hill country and the Negev,  bringing 
burnt offerings and sacrifices,  grain offerings,  incense and thank offerings to the house of the 
LORD.  27 But if you do not obey me to keep the Sabbath day holy by not carrying any load as you 
come through the gates of Jerusalem on the Sabbath day,  then I will kindle an unquenchable 
fire in the gates of Jerusalem that will consume her fortresses. ' " 
17:19-27 The people were working on the Sabbath, their day of rest (Exodus 20:8-11). Instead of 
entering the gates of the city on their way to worship, they continued the hustle and bustle of business 
like any other day. They considered making money more important than keeping God’s law. If they would 
repent and put God first in their lives, God promised them honor among the nations. Over a century later, 
when Nehemiah led the exiles on their return to Jerusalem, one of his most important reforms was to 
re-institute Sabbath observance. 
  

Bible Study Notes – Chapter 1 8 
  

1  This is the word that came to Jeremiah from the LORD:  2 "Go down to the potter's house,  and 
there I will give you my message. " 3 So I went down to the potter's house,  and I saw him working 
at the wheel.  4 But the pot he was shaping from the clay was marred in his hands;  so the potter 
formed it into another pot,  shaping it as seemed best to him.  5 Then the word of the LORD came 
to me:  6 "O house of Israel,  can I not do with you as this potter does?" declares the LORD.  "Like 
clay in the hand of the potter,  so are you in my hand,  O house of Israel.  7 If at any time I 
announce that a nation or kingdom is to be uprooted,  torn down and destroyed,  8 and if that nation 
I warned repents of its evil,  then I will relent and not inflict on it the disaster I had 
planned.  9And if at another time I announce that a nation or kingdom is to be built up and 
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planted,  1 0 and if it does evil in my sight and does not obey me,  then I will reconsider the good I 
had intended to do for it.  1 1  "Now therefore say to the people of Judah and those living in 
Jerusalem,  'This is what the LORD says:  Look! I am preparing a disaster for you and devising a 
plan against you.  So turn from your evil ways,  each one of you,  and reform your ways and your 
actions. ' 1 2 But they will reply,  'It's no use.  We will continue with our own plans;  each of us will 
follow the stubbornness of his evil heart. ' 
" 1 3 Therefore this is what the LORD says:  "Inquire among the nations:  Who has ever heard 
anything like this? A most horrible thing has been done by Virgin Israel.  1 4 Does the snow of 
Lebanon ever vanish from its rocky slopes? Do its cool waters from distant sources ever cease to 
flow? 1 5 Yet my people have forgotten me;  they burn incense to worthless idols,  which made them 
stumble in their ways and in the ancient paths.  They made them walk in bypaths and on roads not 
built up.  1 6 Their land will be laid waste,  an object of lasting scorn;  all who pass by will be 
appalled and will shake their heads.  1 7 Like a wind from the east,  I will scatter them before their 
enemies;  I will show them my back and not my face in the day of their disaster. " 1 8 They said,  
"Come,  let's make plans against Jeremiah;  for the teaching of the law by the priest will not be 
lost,  nor will counsel from the wise,  nor the word from the prophets.  So come,  let's attack him 
with our tongues and pay no attention to anything he says. " 1 9 Listen to me,  O LORD;  hear what 
my accusers are saying! 20 Should good be repaid with evil? Yet they have dug a pit for me.  
Remember that I stood before you and spoke in their behalf to turn your wrath away from 
them.  21 So give their children over to famine;  hand them over to the power of the sword.  Let 
their wives be made childless and widows;  let their men be put to death,  their young men slain by 
the sword in battle.  22 Let a cry be heard from their houses when you suddenly bring invaders 
against them,  for they have dug a pit to capture me and have hidden snares for my feet.  23 But 
you know,  O LORD,  all their plots to kill me.  Do not forgive their crimes or blot out their sins from 
your sight.  Let them be overthrown before you;  deal with them in the time of your anger.  
  
18:1–19:15 The parables in these chapters, probably written during the early years of Jehoiakim’s 
reign, illustrate God’s sovereignty over the nation. God has power over the clay (Judah), and he continues 
to work with it to make it a useful vessel. But Judah must soon repent, or the clay will harden the wrong 
way. Then it will be worth nothing and will be broken and destroyed. 
  
18:6 As the potter molded or shaped a clay pot on the potter’s wheel, defects often appeared. The 
potter had power over the clay, to permit the defects to remain or to reshape the pot. Likewise, God had 
power to reshape the nation to conform to his purposes. Our strategy should not be to become mindless 
and passive—one aspect of clay—but to be willing and receptive to God’s impact on us. As we yield to God, 
he begins reshaping us into valuable vessels. 
  
18:12 Our society admires assertiveness, independence, and defiance of authority. In a relationship with 
God these qualities become stubbornness, self-importance, and refusal to listen or change. Left 
unchecked, stubbornness becomes a way of life hostile to God. 
  
18:18 Jeremiah’s words and actions challenged the people’s social and moral behavior. He had openly 
spoken against the king, the officials, the priests and prophets, the scribes, and the wise (4:9; 8:8-9). He 
wasn’t afraid to give unpopular criticism. The people could either obey him or silence him. They chose the 
latter. They did not think they needed Jeremiah; their false prophets told them what they wanted to 
hear. How do you respond to criticism? Listen carefully—God may be trying to tell you something. 


