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Bible Study Notes – Chapter 1 1  
 

The Covenant Is Broken – Verses 1 - 1 7 
1  This is the word that came to Jeremiah from the LORD:  2 "Listen to the terms of this covenant 
and tell them to the people of Judah and to those who live in Jerusalem.  3 Tell them that this is 
what the LORD,  the God of Israel,  says:  'Cursed is the man who does not obey the terms of this 
covenant- -  4 the terms I commanded your forefathers when I brought them out of Egypt,  out of the 
iron- smelting furnace. ' I said,  'Obey me and do everything I command you,  and you will be my 
people,  and I will be your God.  5 Then I will fulfill the oath I swore to your forefathers,  to give 
them a land flowing with milk and honey'- - the land you possess today. " I answered,  
"Amen,  LORD. " 6The LORD said to me,  "Proclaim all these words in the towns of Judah and in the 
streets of Jerusalem:  'Listen to the terms of this covenant and follow them.  7 From the time I 
brought your forefathers up from Egypt until today,  I warned them again and again,  saying,  "Obey 
me. " 8 But they did not listen or pay attention;  instead,  they followed the stubbornness of their evil 
hearts.  So I brought on them all the curses of the covenant I had commanded them to follow but that 
they did not keep. ' " 9 Then the LORD said to me,  "There is a conspiracy among the people of Judah 
and those who live in Jerusalem.  1 0 They have returned to the sins of their forefathers,  who refused 
to listen to my words.  They have followed other gods to serve them.  Both the house of Israel and the 
house of Judah have broken the covenant I made with their forefathers.  1 1  Therefore this is what 
the LORD says:  'I will bring on them a disaster they cannot escape.  Although they cry out to me,  I 
will not listen to them.  1 2 The towns of Judah and the people of Jerusalem will go and cry out to the 
gods to whom they burn incense,  but they will not help them at all when disaster strikes.  1 3You have 
as many gods as you have towns,  O Judah;  and the altars you have set up to burn incense to that 
shameful god Baal are as many as the streets of Jerusalem. ' 1 4 "Do not pray for this people nor 
offer any plea or petition for them,  because I will not listen when they call to me in the time of their 
distress.  1 5 "What is my beloved doing in my temple as she works out her evil schemes with many? 
Can consecrated meat avert [ your punishment]? When you engage in your wickedness,  then you 
rejoice.  " 1 6 The LORD called you a thriving olive tree with fruit beautiful in form.  But with the roar 
of a mighty storm he will set it on fire,  and its branches will be broken.  1 7The LORD Almighty,  who 
planted you,  has decreed disaster for you,  because the house of Israel and the house of Judah have 
done evil and provoked me to anger by burning incense to Baal.  

11:1–2 This section concerns the broken covenant and a rebuke for those who returned to idols after 
Josiah’s reform. Jeremiah’s rebuke prompted a threat against his life by his own countrymen. As Jeremiah 
suffered, he pondered the prosperity of the wicked. As he brought these words to a close, he used a ruined 
linen belt (or loincloth) and filled wineskins as object lessons of God’s coming judgment. 

11:14 At first glance this command is shocking: God tells Jeremiah not to pray for the people and says he 
won’t listen to the people if they pray. A time comes when God must dispense justice. Sin brings its own 
bitter reward. If the people were unrepentant and continued in their sin, neither their prayers nor 
Jeremiah’s would prevent God’s judgment. Their only hope was repentance—sorrow for sin, turning from it, 
and turning to God. How can we keep praying for God’s help if we haven’t committed our lives to him? God’s 
blessings come when we are committed to him, not when we selfishly hang on to our sinful ways. 

 

 

http://www.biblestudytools.com/jeremiah/passage.aspx?q=jeremiah+11:1-17


Plot Against Jeremiah – Verses 1 8- 23 

1 8 Because the LORD revealed their plot to me,  I knew it,  for at that time he showed me what they 
were doing.  1 9 I had been like a gentle lamb led to the slaughter;  I did not realize that they had 
plotted against me,  saying,  "Let us destroy the tree and its fruit;  let us cut him off from the land of 
the living,  that his name be remembered no more. " 20 But,  O LORD Almighty,  you who judge 
righteously and test the heart and mind,  let me see your vengeance upon them,  for to you I have 
committed my cause.  21  "Therefore this is what the LORD says about the men of Anathoth who are 
seeking your life and saying,  'Do not prophesy in the name of the LORD or you will die by our hands'-
-  22 therefore this is what the LORD Almighty says:  'I will punish them.  Their young men will die by 
the sword,  their sons and daughters by famine.  23 Not even a remnant will be left to them,  because 
I will bring disaster on the men of Anathoth in the year of their punishment. ' " 

11:18-23 To Jeremiah’s surprise, the people of Anathoth, his hometown, were plotting to kill him. They 
wanted to silence Jeremiah’s message for several reasons: (1) economic—his condemnation of idol worship 
would hurt the business of the idol makers; (2) religious—the message of doom and gloom made the people 
feel depressed and guilty; (3) political—he openly rebuked their hypocritical politics; and (4) personal—the 
people hated him for showing them that they were wrong. Jeremiah had two options: run and hide, or call on 
God. Jeremiah called, and God answered. Like Jeremiah, we can either run and hide when we face threats 
because of our faithfulness to God, or we can call on God for help. Hiding compromises our message; calling 
on God lets him reinforce it. 

 

Bible Study Notes – Chapter 1 2 
Jeremiah's Complaint – Verses 1 - 4 
1  You are always righteous,  O LORD,  when I bring a case before you.  Yet I would speak with you 
about your justice:  Why does the way of the wicked prosper? Why do all the faithless live at 
ease?2 You have planted them,  and they have taken root;  they grow and bear fruit.  You are always 
on their lips but far from their hearts.  3 Yet you know me,  O LORD;  you see me and test my 
thoughts about you.  Drag them off like sheep to be butchered! Set them apart for the day of 
slaughter! 4How long will the land lie parched and the grass in every field be withered? Because those 
who live in it are wicked,  the animals and birds have perished.  Moreover,  the people are saying,  "He 
will not see what happens to us. " 
 
12:1-6 Many people have asked, “Why does the way of the wicked prosper?” (See, for example, Job 21:4-21 
and Habakkuk 1:1-4.) Jeremiah knew that God’s justice would ultimately come, but he was impatient because 
he wanted justice to come quickly. God didn’t give a doctrinal answer; instead, he gave a challenge: If 
Jeremiah couldn’t handle this, how would he handle the injustices ahead? It is natural for us to demand fair 
play and cry for justice against those who take advantage of others. But when we call for justice, we must 
realize that we ourselves would be in big trouble if God gave each of us what we truly deserve. 

God's Answer – Verses 5- 1 7  

5 "If you have raced with men on foot and they have worn you out,  how can you compete with horses? 
If you stumble in safe country,  how will you manage in the thickets by the Jordan? 6 Your brothers,  
your own family- -  even they have betrayed you;  they have raised a loud cry against you.  Do not trust 
them,  though they speak well of you.  7 "I will forsake my house,  abandon my inheritance;  I will give 
the one I love into the hands of her enemies.  8 My inheritance has become to me like a lion in the 
forest.  She roars at me;  therefore I hate her.  9 Has not my inheritance become to me like a 
speckled bird of prey that other birds of prey surround and attack? Go and gather all the wild 
beasts;  bring them to devour.  1 0 Many shepherds will ruin my vineyard and trample down my field;  
they will turn my pleasant field into a desolate wasteland.  1 1  It will be made a wasteland,  parched 
and desolate before me;  the whole land will be laid waste because there is no one who cares.  1 2 Over 
all the barren heights in the desert destroyers will swarm,  for the sword of the LORD will 

http://www.biblestudytools.com/jeremiah/passage.aspx?q=jeremiah+11:18-23
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devour from one end of the land to the other;  no one will be safe.  1 3 They will sow wheat but reap 
thorns;  they will wear themselves out but gain nothing.  So bear the shame of your harvest because of 
the LORD's fierce anger. " 1 4 This is what the LORD says:  "As for all my wicked neighbors who seize 
the inheritance I gave my people Israel,  I will uproot them from their lands and I will uproot the 
house of Judah from among them.  1 5 But after I uproot them,  I will again have compassion and will 
bring each of them back to his own inheritance and his own country.  1 6And if they learn well the ways 
of my people and swear by my name,  saying,  'As surely as the LORD lives'- - even as they once taught 
my people to swear by Baal- - then they will be established among my people.  1 7 But if any nation does 
not listen,  I will completely uproot and destroy it, " declares the LORD.  

12:5-6 Life was extremely difficult for Jeremiah despite his love for and obedience to God. When he called 
to God for relief, God’s reply in effect was, “If you think this is bad, how are you going to cope when it gets 
really tough?” Not all of God’s answers to prayer are nice or easy to handle. Any Christian who has 
experienced war, bereavement, or a serious illness knows this. But we are to be committed to God even when 
the going gets tough and when his answers to our prayers don’t bring immediate relief. 

12:14-17 God chose a people through whom to demonstrate his care for the world. The nation of Israel was 
given much; thus, much was required of her. But she repeatedly failed. The fate of other nations depended 
on their willingness to demonstrate faith in God whether or not God’s chosen people accomplished their task 
of witness. God’s love extends to reach every square inch of the globe. 
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