
Bible Study Notes - Isaiah Chapters 53 - 55 

                        Chapter 53 Study Notes   

The Arm of the Lord - Verses 1-12                

1 Who has believed our message and to whom has the arm of the LORD been revealed? 2 He grew 
up before him like a tender shoot, and like a root out of dry ground. He had no beauty or majesty to 
attract us to him, nothing in his appearance that we should desire him. 3 He was despised and 
rejected by men, a man of sorrows, and familiar with suffering. Like one from whom men hide their 
faces he was despised, and we esteemed him not. 4 Surely he took up our infirmities and carried our 
sorrows, yet we considered him stricken by God, smitten by him, and afflicted. 5 But he was 
pierced for our transgressions, he was crushed for our iniquities; the punishment that brought us 
peace was upon him, and by his wounds we are healed. 6 We all, like sheep, have gone astray, each of 
us has turned to his own way; and the LORD has laid on him the iniquity of us all. 7 He was 
oppressed and afflicted, yet he did not open his mouth; he was led like a lamb to the slaughter, and 
as a sheep before her shearers is silent, so he did not open his mouth. 8 By oppression and 
judgment he was taken away. And who can speak of his descendants? For he was cut off from the 
land of the living; for the transgression of my people he was stricken. 9 He was assigned a grave 
with the wicked, and with the rich in his death, though he had done no violence, nor was any deceit 
in his mouth. 10 Yet it was the LORD's will to crush him and cause him to suffer, and though the 
LORD makes his life a guilt offering, he will see his offspring and prolong his days, and the will of 
the LORD will prosper in his hand. 11 After the suffering of his soul, he will see the light [of 
life] and be satisfied; by his knowledge my righteous servant will justify many, and he will bear their 
iniquities. 12 Therefore I will give him a portion among the great, and he will divide the spoils with 
the strong, because he poured out his life unto death, and was numbered with the 
transgressors. For he bore the sin of many, and made intercession for the transgressors. 

53:1-12 This chapter continues to speak of the Messiah, Jesus, who would suffer for the sins of all 
people. Such a prophecy is astounding! Who would believe that God would choose to save the world 
through a humble, suffering servant rather than a glorious king? The idea is contrary to human 
pride and worldly ways of thinking. But God often works in ways we don’t expect. The Messiah’s 
strength is shown by humility, suffering, and mercy. 

53:2 There was nothing beautiful or majestic in the physical appearance of this servant. Israel 
would miscalculate the servant’s importance—they would consider him an ordinary man. But even 
though Jesus would not attract a large following based on his physical appearance, he would bring 
salvation and healing. Many people miscalculate the importance of Jesus’ life and work, and they 
need faithful Christians to point out his extraordinary nature. 

53:4-5 How could an Old Testament person understand the idea of Christ dying for our sins—
actually bearing the punishment that we deserved? The sacrifices suggested this idea, but it is one 
thing to kill a lamb, and something quite different to think of God’s chosen servant as that Lamb. 
But God was pulling aside the curtain of time to let the people of Isaiah’s day look ahead to the 
suffering of the future Messiah and the resulting forgiveness made available to all people. 



53:6 Isaiah speaks of Israel straying from God and compares them to wandering sheep. Yet God 
would send the Messiah to bring them back into the fold. We have the hindsight to see and know 
the identity of the promised Messiah, who has come and died for our sins. But if we can see all that 
Jesus did and still reject him, our sin is much greater than that of the ancient Israelites, who could 
not see what we have seen. Have you given your life to Jesus Christ, the “good shepherd” (John 
10:11-16), or are you still going your own way like a wandering sheep? 

53:7-12 In the Old Testament, people offered animals as sacrifices for their sins. Here, the 
sinless servant of the Lord offers himself for our sins. He is the Lamb (53:7) offered for the sins 
of all people (John 1:29; Revelation 5:6-14). The Messiah suffered for our sakes, bearing our sins to 
make us acceptable to God. What can we say to such love? How will we respond to him? 

53:11 This verse tells of the enormous family of believers who will be made right with God, not by 
their own works, but by the Messiah’s great work on the cross. They are justified because they 
have claimed Christ, the righteous servant, as their Savior and Lord (see Romans 10:9; 2 Corinthians 
5:21). Their life of sin is stripped away, and they are clothed with Christ’s goodness (Ephesians 
4:22-24). 

Chapter 54 Study Notes 

The Future Glory of Zion – Verses 1-17 
1 "Sing, O barren woman, you who never bore a child; burst into song, shout for joy, you who were 
never in labor; because more are the children of the desolate woman than of her who has a 
husband," says the LORD. 2 "Enlarge the place of your tent, stretch your tent curtains wide, do not 
hold back; lengthen your cords, strengthen your stakes. 3 For you will spread out to the right and to 
the left; your descendants will dispossess nations and settle in their desolate cities. 4 "Do not be 
afraid; you will not suffer shame. Do not fear disgrace; you will not be humiliated. You will forget 
the shame of your youth and remember no more the reproach of your widowhood. 5 For your 
Maker is your husband-- the LORD Almighty is his name-- the Holy One of Israel is your 
Redeemer; he is called the God of all the earth. 6 The LORD will call you back as if you were a wife 
deserted and distressed in spirit-- a wife who married young, only to be rejected," says your 
God. 7 "For a brief moment I abandoned you, but with deep compassion I will bring you back. 8 In a 
surge of anger I hid my face from you for a moment, but with everlasting kindness I will have 
compassion on you," says the LORD your Redeemer. 9 "To me this is like the days of Noah, when I 
swore that the waters of Noah would never again cover the earth. So now I have sworn not to be 
angry with you, never to rebuke you again. 10 Though the mountains be shaken and the hills be 
removed, yet my unfailing love for you will not be shaken nor my covenant of peace be removed," 
says the LORD, who has compassion on you. 11 "O afflicted city, lashed by storms and not 
comforted, I will build you with stones of turquoise, your foundations with sapphires. 12 I will make 
your battlements of rubies, your gates of sparkling jewels, and all your walls of precious 
stones.13 All your sons will be taught by the LORD, and great will be your children's peace. 14 In 
righteousness you will be established: Tyranny will be far from you; you will have nothing to 
fear. Terror will be far removed; it will not come near you. 15 If anyone does attack you, it will not 
be my doing; whoever attacks you will surrender to you. 16 "See, it is I who created the 
blacksmith who fans the coals into flame and forges a weapon fit for its work. And it is I who have 
created the destroyer to work havoc; 17 no weapon forged against you will prevail, and you will 
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refute every tongue that accuses you. This is the heritage of the servants of the LORD, and this is 
their vindication from me," declares the LORD. 

54:1 To be childless (“barren”) at that time was a woman’s great shame, a disgrace. Families 
depended on children for survival, especially when the parents became elderly. Israel (represented 
by Jerusalem) was unfruitful, like a childless woman, but God would permit her to have many 
children and would change her mourning into singing. 

54:6-8 God said that he had abandoned Israel for a brief moment, so the nation was like a young 
wife rejected by her husband. But God still called Israel his own. The God we serve is holy, and he 
cannot tolerate sin. When his people blatantly sinned, God in his anger chose to punish them. Sin 
separates us from God and brings us pain and suffering. But if we confess our sin and repent, then 
God will forgive us. Have you ever been separated from a loved one and then experienced joy when 
that person returned? That is like the joy God experiences when you repent and return to 
him.  54:9-13 God made a covenant with Noah that he has never broken (Genesis 9:8-17). Likewise, 
God made a covenant of peace with the people of Israel that the time would come when he would 
stop pouring out his anger on them; he would restore their wealth, and would personally teach their 
children. 

Chapter 55 Study Notes 

Invitation to the Thirsty – Verses 1-13 
1 "Come, all you who are thirsty, come to the waters; and you who have no money, come, buy and eat! 
Come, buy wine and milk without money and without cost. 2 Why spend money on what is not bread, 
and your labor on what does not satisfy? Listen, listen to me, and eat what is good, and your soul will 
delight in the richest of fare. 3 Give ear and come to me; hear me, that your soul may live. I will 
make an everlasting covenant with you, my faithful love promised to David. 4 See, I have made him a 
witness to the peoples, a leader and commander of the peoples. 5 Surely you will summon nations you 
know not, and nations that do not know you will hasten to you, because of the LORD your God, the 
Holy One of Israel, for he has endowed you with splendor." 6 Seek the LORD while he may be 
found; call on him while he is near. 7 Let the wicked forsake his way and the evil man his 
thoughts. Let him turn to the LORD, and he will have mercy on him, and to our God, for he will 
freely pardon. 8 "For my thoughts are not your thoughts, neither are your ways my ways," declares 
the LORD. < 
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