
Hebrews Chapter 1 3 

Concluding Exhortations – Verses 1-19 
1 Keep on loving one another as brothers and sisters. 2 Do not forget to show 
hospitality to strangers, for by so doing some people have shown hospitality to 
angels without knowing it. 3 Continue to remember those in prison as if you were 
together with them in prison, and those who are mistreated as if you yourselves 
were suffering.  4 Marriage should be honored by all, and the marriage bed kept 
pure, for God will judge the adulterer and all the sexually immoral. 5 Keep your 
lives free from the love of money and be content with what you have, because 
God has said, “Never will I leave you; never will I forsake you.”   6 So we say with 
confidence,  “The Lord is my helper; I will not be afraid.  What can mere 
mortals do to me?” 7 Remember your leaders, who spoke the word of God to you. 
Consider the outcome of their way of life and imitate their faith. 8 Jesus Christ 
is the same yesterday and today and forever.  9 Do not be carried away by all 
kinds of strange teachings. It is good for our hearts to be strengthened by 
grace, not by eating ceremonial foods, which is of no benefit to those who do 
so. 10 We have an altar from which those who minister at the tabernacle have no 
right to eat.  11 The high priest carries the blood of animals into the Most Holy 
Place as a sin offering, but the bodies are burned outside the camp. 12 And so 
Jesus also suffered outside the city gate to make the people holy through his own 
blood.13 Let us, then, go to him outside the camp, bearing the disgrace he 
bore.14 For here we do not have an enduring city, but we are looking for the city 
that is to come.  15 Through Jesus, therefore, let us continually offer to God a 
sacrifice of praise—the fruit of lips that openly profess his name. 16 And do not 
forget to do good and to share with others, for with such sacrifices God is 
pleased.  17 Have confidence in your leaders and submit to their authority, 
because they keep watch over you as those who must give an account. Do this so 
that their work will be a joy, not a burden, for that would be of no benefit to 
you.  18 Pray for us. We are sure that we have a clear conscience and desire to 
live honorably in every way. 19 I particularly urge you to pray so that I may be 
restored to you soon. 

13:1-5 Real love for others produces tangible actions: (1) hospitality to strangers 
(13:2); (2) empathy for those who are in prison and those who have been mistreated 
(13:3); (3) respect for your marriage vows (13:4); and (4) contentment with what you 
have (13:5). Make sure that your love runs deep enough to affect your hospitality, 
empathy, fidelity, and contentment. 



13:2 Three Old Testament people “have shown hospitality to angels without knowing 
it”: (1) Abraham (Genesis 18:1-33), (2) Gideon (Judges 6:11-40), and (3) Manoah 
(Judges 13:2-25). Some people say they cannot be hospitable because their homes are 
not large enough or nice enough. But even if you have no more than a table and two 
chairs in a rented room, there are people who would be grateful to spend time in your 
home. Are there visitors to your church with whom you could share a meal? Do you 
know single people who would enjoy an evening of conversation? Is there any way your 
home could meet the needs of traveling missionaries? Hospitality simply means making 
other people feel comfortable and at home. 

13:3 We are to have empathy for those in prison, especially for (but not limited to) 
Christians imprisoned for their faith. Jesus said that his true followers would 
represent him as they visit those in prison (Matthew 25:36). Prisons are a mission 
field—believers can send in evangelists and Bible teachers. Prison systems are political 
projects—Christian voices are needed regarding justice and mercy in funding, staff 
training, and rehabilitative programs. Prisons are an international problem—through 
multinational Christian agencies, believers can help victims in other countries. 
Compassion for suffering people demands no less. There is a wide open field of ways to 
obey this command to “remember those in prison.” 

13:4 Giving honor to marriage will require the utmost in Christian conviction and 
sensitivity. Modern social theory may redefine the family, and the new definitions may 
be far from its biblical foundation. What can you do? Witness to the depth of God’s 
love for you by keeping your marriage happy and strong. Remain faithful—in body and 
in mind. Pray for your spouse. Honor biblical marriage (consenting man-woman unions) 
by resisting political pressure to recognize and legalize other sexual preferences. 
Teach children the biblical meaning of marriage. Pray early for their own eventual 
spouses and families. Make marriage enrichment the goal of your small group 
discussions and study. Encourage the marriages around you to stay strong as well. 

13:5-6 How can we learn to be content with what we have? Strive to live with less 
rather than desiring more; give away out of your abundance rather than accumulating 
more; relish what you have rather than resent what you’re missing. We become content 
when we realize God’s sufficiency for our needs. Christians who become materialistic 
are saying by their actions that God can’t take care of them—or at least that he won’t 
take care of them the way they want. Insecurity can lead to the love of money, 
whether we are rich or poor. The only antidote is to trust God to meet all our needs. 
See God’s love expressed in what he has provided, and remember that money and 
possessions will all pass away. (See Philippians 4:11 for more on contentment, and 
1 John 2:17 for the futility of earthly desires.)   



13:7 If you are a Christian, you owe much to others who have taught you and modeled 
for you what you needed to know about the gospel and Christian living. Continue 
following the good examples of those who have invested themselves in you by investing 
in your life through evangelism, service, and Christian education. 

13:8 Though human leaders have much to offer, we must keep our eyes on Christ, our 
ultimate leader. Unlike any human leaders, he will never change. Christ has been and 
will be the same forever. In a changing world we can trust our unchanging Lord. 

13:9 Apparently some were teaching that keeping the Old Testament ceremonial laws 
and rituals (such as not eating certain foods) was important for salvation. But these 
laws were useless for conquering a person’s evil thoughts and desires (Colossians 2:23). 
The laws could influence conduct, but they could not change the heart. Lasting changes 
in conduct begin when the Holy Spirit lives in each person. 

13:13 The Jewish Christians were being ridiculed and persecuted by Jews who didn’t 
believe in Jesus the Messiah. Most of the book of Hebrews tells them how Christ is 
greater than the sacrificial system. Here the writer drives home the point of his 
lengthy argument: It may be necessary to leave the “camp” and suffer with Christ. To 
be outside the camp meant to be unclean—in the days of the Exodus, those who were 
ceremonially unclean had to stay outside the camp. But Jesus suffered humiliation and 
uncleanness outside the Jerusalem gates on their behalf. The time had come for 
Jewish Christians to declare their loyalty to Christ above any other loyalty, to choose 
to follow the Messiah whatever suffering that might entail. They needed to move 
outside the safe confinement of their past, their traditions, and their ceremonies to 
live for Christ. What holds you back from complete loyalty to Jesus Christ? 

13:14 Christians love their families, spouses, jobs, and churches—but their sights 
should be set ahead beyond the horizon. Christians are activists, invested in witnessing 
to a needy world—but they take frequent glances toward a promised community still to 
come. Christians are gardeners and builders, shaping environments, turning weed pits 
into floral splendor, painting and patching and clearing—but they know God is building 
something far more beautiful and breathtaking just for them. Christians should be 
characterized by looking forward to the future. We should not be attached to this 
world, because all that we are and have here is temporary. We should not love our 
present home so much that we lose sight of God’s future blessing. Don’t store up your 
treasures here; store them in heaven (Matthew 6:19-21). 

13:15 Our lips should confess God’s name in praise. Yet, in your typical day, how many 
times do you hear God’s name used profanely? Christians should turn their frequency 
toward praise! Praise God early in the day before the rush, then again in the hurried 



middle, and at the end as business winds down. Offer Jesus a continual sacrifice of 
praise. 

13:15-16 Since these Jewish Christians, because of their witness to the Messiah, no 
longer worshiped with other Jews, they should consider praise and acts of service 
their sacrifices—ones they could offer anywhere, anytime. This must have reminded 
them of the prophet Hosea’s words, “Forgive all our sins and receive us graciously, that 
we may offer the fruit of our lips” (Hosea 14:2). A “sacrifice of praise” today would 
include thanking Christ for his sacrifice on the cross and telling others about it. Acts 
of kindness and sharing are particularly pleasing to God, even when they go unnoticed 
by others. 

13:17 The task of church leaders is to help people mature in Christ. Cooperative 
followers greatly ease the burden of leadership. Does your conduct give your leaders 
reason to report joyfully about you? 

13:18-19 The writer recognizes the need for prayer. Christian leaders are especially 
vulnerable to criticism from others, pride (if they succeed), depression (if they fail), 
and Satan’s constant efforts to destroy their work for God. The leaders in your 
church have been placed in that position by a loving God who has entrusted them with 
the responsibility of caring for you. Your leaders need your prayers! For whom should 
you regularly pray? 

Benediction and Final Greetings – Verses 20-25 
20 Now may the God of peace, who through the blood of the eternal covenant 
brought back from the dead our Lord Jesus, that great Shepherd of the 
sheep,21 equip you with everything good for doing his will, and may he work in us 
what is pleasing to him, through Jesus Christ, to whom be glory for ever and 
ever. Amen.  22 Brothers and sisters, I urge you to bear with my word of 
exhortation, for in fact I have written to you quite briefly.  23 I want you to 
know that our brother Timothy has been released. If he arrives soon, I will come 
with him to see you.  24 Greet all your leaders and all the Lord’s people. Those 
from Italy send you their greetings.  25 Grace be with you all. 

13:20-21 These verses include two significant results of Christ’s death and 
resurrection. God works in us to make us the kind of people that would please him, and 
he equips us to do the kind of work that would please him. Let God change you from 
within and then use you to help others. 



13:24-25 Hebrews is a call to Christian maturity. It was addressed to first-century 
Jewish Christians, but it applies to Christians of any age or background. Christian 
maturity means making Christ the beginning and end of our faith. To grow in maturity, 
we must center our lives on him, not depending on religious ritual, not falling back into 
sin, not trusting in ourselves, and not letting anything come between us and Christ. 
Christ is sufficient and superior. 

  

Overview Book of Daniel 

An earthquake shakes the foundation of our security; a tornado blows away a lifetime of 
treasures; an assassin’s bullet changes national history; a drunk driver claims an innocent 
victim; a divorce shatters a home; terrorism frightens a nation. International and personal 
tragedies make our world seem a fearful place, overflowing with evil and seemingly out of 
control. And the litany of bombings, coups, murders, and natural disasters could cause us 
to think that God is absent or impotent. “Where is God?” we cry, engulfed by sorrow and 
despair.      

Twenty-five centuries ago, Daniel could have despaired. He and thousands of his 
countrymen had been deported to a foreign land after Judah was conquered. Daniel found 
himself facing an egocentric despot and surrounded by idolaters. Instead of giving in or 
giving up, this courageous young man held fast to his faith in his God. Daniel knew that 
despite the circumstances, God was sovereign and was working out his plan for nations and 
individuals. The book of Daniel centers around this profound truth—the sovereignty of 
God.      

After a brief account of Nebuchadnezzar’s siege and defeat of Jerusalem, the scene 
quickly shifts to Daniel and his three friends, Hananiah, Mishael, and Azariah (Shadrach, 
Meshach, and Abednego). These men held prominent positions within the Babylonian 
government. Daniel, in particular, held such a position because of his ability to interpret 
the king’s dreams that tell of God’s unfolding plan (chapters 2 and 4). Sandwiched between 
the dreams is the fascinating account of Daniel’s three friends and the furnace (chapter 
3). Because they refused to bow down to an image of gold, they were condemned to a fiery 
death. But God intervened and spared their lives.      

Belshazzar ruled Babylon after Nebuchadnezzar, and chapter 5 tells of his encounter with 
God’s message written on a wall. Daniel, who was summoned to interpret the message, 
predicted Babylon’s fall to the Medes and Persians. This prediction came true that very 
night, and Darius the Mede conquered the Babylonian kingdom.     



 Daniel became one of Darius’s most trusted advisers. His privileged position angered other 
administrators, who plotted his death by convincing the king to outlaw prayer. In spite of 
the law, Daniel continued to pray to his sovereign Lord. As a result, he was condemned to 
die in a den of hungry lions. Again, God intervened, saving him, and shutting the mouths of 
the lions (chapter 6).      

The book concludes with a series of visions that Daniel had during the reigns of Belshazzar 
(chapters 7–8), Darius (chapter 9), and Cyrus (chapters 10–12). These dreams dramatically 
outline God’s future plans, beginning with Babylon and continuing to the end of the age. 
They give a preview of God’s redemption and have been called the key to all biblical 
prophecy. 

    God is sovereign. He was in control in Babylon, and he has been moving in history, 
controlling the destinies of people ever since. And he is here now! Despite news reports or 
personal stress, we can be confident that God is in control. As you read Daniel, watch God 
work and find your security in his sovereignty. 

VITAL STATISTICS 

PURPOSE: To give a historical account of the faithful Jews who lived in captivity and to 
show how God is in control of heaven and earth, directing the forces of nature, the destiny 
of nations, and the care of his people 

AUTHOR: Daniel 

ORIGINAL AUDIENCE: The other captives in Babylon 

DATE WRITTEN: Approximately 536 B.C., recording events that occurred from about 
605–535 B.C. 

SETTING: Daniel had been taken captive and deported to Babylon by Nebuchadnezzar in 
605 B.C. There he served in the government for about 70 years during the reigns of 
Nebuchadnezzar, Belshazzar, Darius, and Cyrus. 

KEY VERSE: “He [God] reveals deep and hidden things; he knows what lies in darkness, and 
light dwells with him” (2:22). 

KEY PEOPLE: Daniel, Nebuchadnezzar, Shadrach, Meshach, Abednego, Belshazzar, Darius 

KEY PLACES: Nebuchadnezzar’s palace, the fiery furnace, Belshazzar’s banquet, the den 
of lions 



SPECIAL FEATURES: Daniel’s apocalyptic visions (chapters 7—12) give a glimpse of God’s 
plan for the ages, including a direct prediction of the Messiah. 

THE BLUEPRINT 

A. DANIEL’S LIFE (1:1—6:28) Daniel and his three friends chose not to eat the king’s 
food. They did not bow down to the king’s image, even under penalty of death. Daniel 
continued to pray even though he knew he might be noticed and sentenced to death. These 
men are inspiring examples for us of how to live godly lives in a sinful world. When we face 
trials, we can expect God to also be with us through them. May God grant us similar 
courage to remain faithful under pressure. 

B. DANIEL’S VISIONS (7:1—12:13) These visions gave the captives added confidence 
that God is in control of history. They were to wait patiently in faith and not worship the 
gods of Babylon or accept that society’s way of life. God still rules over human activities. 
Evil will be overcome, so we should wait patiently and not give in to the temptations and 
pressures of the sinful way of life around us. 

MEGATHEMES 

God Is in Control 

EXPLANATION: God is all-knowing, and he is in charge of world events. God overrules and 
removes rebellious leaders who defy him. God will overcome evil; no one is exempt. But he 
will deliver the faithful who follow him. 

IMPORTANCE: Although nations vie for world control now, one day Christ’s Kingdom will 
replace and surpass the kingdoms of this world. Our faith is sure because our future is 
secure in Christ. We must have courage and put our faith in God, who controls everything. 

 Purpose in Life 

EXPLANATION: Daniel and his three friends are examples of dedication and commitment. 
They determined to serve God regardless of the consequences. They did not give in to 
pressures from an ungodly society because they had a clear purpose in life. 

IMPORTANCE: It is wise to make trusting and obeying God alone our true purpose in life. 
This will give us direction and peace in spite of the circumstances or consequences. We 
should disobey anyone who asks us to disobey God. Our first allegiance must be to God. 

Perseverance 



EXPLANATION: Daniel served for 70 years in a foreign land that was hostile to God, yet 
he did not compromise his faith in God. He was truthful, persistent in prayer, and 
disinterested in power for personal glory. 

IMPORTANCE: In order to fulfill your life’s purpose, you need staying power. Don’t let 
your Christian distinctness become blurred. Be relentless in your prayers, maintain your 
integrity, and be content to serve God wherever he puts you. 

God’s Faithfulness 

EXPLANATION: God was faithful in Daniel’s life. He delivered him from execution, from a 
den of lions, and from enemies who hated him. God cares for his people and deals patiently 
with them. 

IMPORTANCE: We can trust God to be with us through any trial. Because he has been 
faithful to us, we should remain faithful to him. 

  

Daniel Chapter 1  

Daniel’s Training in Babylon 
1In the third year of the reign of Jehoiakim king of Judah, Nebuchadnezzar king of 
Babylon came to Jerusalem and besieged it. 2 And the Lord delivered Jehoiakim king 
of Judah into his hand, along with some of the articles from the temple of God. 
These he carried off to the temple of his god in Babylonia and put in the treasure 
house of his god. 3 Then the king ordered Ashpenaz, chief of his court officials, to 
bring into the king’s service some of the Israelites from the royal family and the 
nobility—4 young men without any physical defect, handsome, showing aptitude for 
every kind of learning, well informed, quick to understand, and qualified to serve in 
the king’s palace. He was to teach them the language and literature of the 
Babylonians. 5 The king assigned them a daily amount of food and wine from the king’s 
table. They were to be trained for three years, and after that they were to enter 
the king’s service. 6 Among those who were chosen were some from Judah: 
Daniel, Hananiah, Mishael and Azariah. 7 The chief official gave them new names: to 
Daniel, the name Belteshazzar; to Hananiah, Shadrach; to Mishael, Meshach; and to 
Azariah, Abednego. 8 But Daniel resolved not to defile himself with the royal food 
and wine, and he asked the chief official for permission not to defile himself this 
way. 9 Now God had caused the official to show favor and compassion to Daniel, 10 but 
the official told Daniel, “I am afraid of my lord the king, who has assigned your food 
and drink. Why should he see you looking worse than the other young men your age? 
The king would then have my head because of you.” 



1:1-2 Born during the middle of Josiah’s reign (2 Kings 22–23), Daniel grew up during the 
king’s reforms. During this time, Daniel probably heard Jeremiah, a prophet he quoted in 
9:2. In 609 B.C. Josiah was killed in a battle against Egypt, and within four years, the 
southern kingdom of Judah had returned to its evil ways. In 605 B.C. Nebuchadnezzar 
became king of Babylonia. In September of that year, he swept into Palestine and 
surrounded Jerusalem, making Judah his vassal state. To demonstrate his dominance, 
Nebuchadnezzar took many of Jerusalem’s most intelligent, gifted men and most beautiful 
women to Babylon as captives. Daniel was among this group. 

1:1-2 Nebuchadnezzar, the supreme leader of Babylonia, was feared throughout the 
world. When he invaded a country, defeat was certain. After a victory, the Babylonians 
usually took the most talented and useful people back to Babylon and left only the poor 
behind to take whatever land they wanted and to live peacefully there (2 Kings 24:14). This 
system fostered great loyalty from conquered lands and ensured a steady supply of wise 
and talented people for civil service. 

1:2 At certain times God allows his work to suffer. In this instance, the Babylonians 
raided the temple of God and took the worship articles to the temple of a god in Babylon. 
This god may have been Bel, also called Marduk, the chief god of the Babylonians. Those 
who loved the Lord must have felt disheartened and discouraged. We feel greatly 
disappointed when our churches suffer physical damage, split, close down for financial 
reasons, or are wracked by scandals. We do not know why God allows his church to 
experience these calamities. But like the people who witnessed the plundering of the 
temple by the Babylonians, we must trust that God is in control and that he is watching 
over all who trust in him. 

1:4 The common language of Babylonia was Aramaic, while the language of scholarship 
included the ancient and complicated Babylonian language. The academic program would 
have included mathematics, astronomy, history, science, and magic. These young men 
demonstrated not only aptitude, but also discipline. This character trait, combined with 
integrity, served them well in their new culture. 

1:7 Nebuchadnezzar changed the names of Daniel and his friends because he wanted to 
make them Babylonian—in their own eyes and in the eyes of the Babylonian people. New 
names would help them assimilate into the culture. Daniel means “God is my judge” in 
Hebrew; his name was changed to Belteshazzar, meaning “Bel, protect his life!” (Bel, also 
called Marduk, was the chief Babylonian god.) Hananiah means “the LORD shows grace”; his 
new name, Shadrach, probably means “under the command of Aku” (the moon god). Mishael 
means “Who is like God?”; his new name, Meshach, probably means “Who is like Aku?” 
Azariah means “the LORD helps”; his new name, Abednego, means “servant of Nego/Nebo” 
(or Nabu, the god of learning and writing). This was how the king attempted to change the 
religious loyalty of these young men from Judah’s God to the gods of Babylonia. 



1:8 Daniel resolved not to eat the king’s food, either because some of it was forbidden by 
Jewish law, like pork (see Leviticus 11), or because accepting the king’s food and drink was 
the first step toward depending on his gifts and favors. Although Daniel was in a culture 
that did not honor God, he still obeyed God’s laws. 

1:8 Daniel “resolved” to be devoted to principle and was committed to a course of action. 
When Daniel made up his mind not to defile himself, he was being true to a lifelong 
determination to do what was right and not to give in to the pressures around him. We, 
too, are often assaulted by pressures to compromise our standards and live more like the 
world around us. Merely wanting or preferring God’s will and way is not enough to stand 
against the onslaught of temptation. Like Daniel, we must resolve to obey God. 

1:8 It is easier to resist temptation if you have thought through your convictions well 
before the temptation arrives. Daniel and his friends made their decision to be faithful to 
the laws of God before they were faced with the king’s delicacies, so they did not hesitate 
to stick with their convictions. We will get into trouble if we have not previously decided 
where to draw the line. Before such situations arise, decide on your commitments and what 
you will do. Then when temptation comes, you will be ready to say no. 

1:9 God moved with an unseen hand to change the heart of this Babylonian official. The 
strong moral conviction of these four young men made an impact. God promises to be with 
his people in times of trial and temptation (Psalm 106:46; Isaiah 43:2-5; 1 Corinthians 
10:13). His active intervention often comes just when we take a stand for him. Stand for 
God and trust him to protect you in ways you may not be able to see. 

1:10 Anything short of complete obedience meant execution for the officials who served 
Nebuchadnezzar. Even in such a small matter as this, the official feared for his life. 

Verses 11-21 

11 Daniel then said to the guard whom the chief official had appointed over Daniel, 
Hananiah, Mishael and Azariah, 12 “Please test your servants for ten days: Give us 
nothing but vegetables to eat and water to drink. 13 Then compare our appearance 
with that of the young men who eat the royal food, and treat your servants in 
accordance with what you see.” 14 So he agreed to this and tested them for ten 
days. 15 At the end of the ten days they looked healthier and better nourished than 
any of the young men who ate the royal food. 16 So the guard took away their choice 
food and the wine they were to drink and gave them vegetables instead. 17 To these 
four young men God gave knowledge and understanding of all kinds of literature and 
learning. And Daniel could understand visions and dreams of all kinds. 18 At the end of 
the time set by the king to bring them into his service, the chief official presented 
them to Nebuchadnezzar. 19 The king talked with them, and he found none equal to 



Daniel, Hananiah, Mishael and Azariah; so they entered the king’s service. 20 In every 
matter of wisdom and understanding about which the king questioned them, he found 
them ten times better than all the magicians and enchanters in his whole 
kingdom. 21 And Daniel remained there until the first year of King Cyrus. 

1:12 The Babylonians were trying to change the thinking of these Jews by giving them a 
Babylonian education, their loyalty by changing their names, and their lifestyle by changing 
their diet. Without compromising, Daniel found a way to live by God’s standards in a 
culture that did not honor God. Wisely choosing to negotiate rather than to rebel, Daniel 
suggested an experimental 10-day diet of vegetables and water, instead of the royal foods 
and wine the king offered. Without compromising, Daniel quickly thought of a practical, 
creative solution that saved his life and the lives of his companions. As God’s people, we 
may adjust to our culture as long as we do not compromise God’s laws. 

1:17 Daniel and his friends learned all they could about their new culture so they could do 
their work with excellence. But while they learned, they maintained steadfast allegiance to 
God, and God gave them skill and wisdom. Culture need not be God’s enemy. If it does not 
violate his commands, it can aid in accomplishing his purpose. We who follow God are free 
to be competent leaders in our culture, but we are required to pledge our allegiance to God 
first. 

1:20 Nebuchadnezzar put Daniel and his friends on his staff of advisers. This staff 
included many “magicians and enchanters.” These men claimed to be able to tell the future 
through occult practices. They were masters at communicating their message so that it 
sounded authoritative—as though it came directly from their gods. In addition to 
knowledge, Daniel and his three friends had wisdom and understanding, given to them by 
God. Thus, the king was far more pleased with them than with his magicians and 
enchanters. As we serve others, we must not merely pretend to have God’s wisdom. Our 
wisdom will be genuine when we are rightly related to God. 

1:20 How did the captives survive in a foreign culture? They learned about the culture, 
achieved excellence in their work, served the people, prayed for God’s help, and maintained 
their integrity. We may feel like foreigners whenever we experience change. Alien cultures 
come in many forms: a new job, a new school, a new neighborhood. We can use the same 
principles to help us adapt to our new surroundings without abandoning God. 

1:21 Daniel was one of the first captives taken to Babylon, and he lived to see the first 
exiles return to Jerusalem in 538 B.C. Throughout this time Daniel honored God, and God 
honored him. While serving as an adviser to the kings of Babylon, Daniel was God’s 
spokesman to the Babylonian Empire. Babylonia was a wicked nation, but it would have been 
much worse without Daniel’s influence. 



  

Daniel Chapter 2 

Nebuchadnezzar’s Dream – Verses 1-18 
1 In the second year of his reign, Nebuchadnezzar had dreams; his mind was 
troubled and he could not sleep. 2 So the king summoned the magicians, enchanters, 
sorcerers and astrologers to tell him what he had dreamed. When they came in and 
stood before the king, 3 he said to them, “I have had a dream that troubles me and 
I want to know what it means.” 4 Then the astrologers answered the king, “May the 
king live forever! Tell your servants the dream, and we will interpret it.”  5 The king 
replied to the astrologers, “This is what I have firmly decided: If you do not tell me 
what my dream was and interpret it, I will have you cut into pieces and your houses 
turned into piles of rubble. 6 But if you tell me the dream and explain it, you will 
receive from me gifts and rewards and great honor. So tell me the dream and 
interpret it for me.” 7 Once more they replied, “Let the king tell his servants the 
dream, and we will interpret it.”  8 Then the king answered, “I am certain that you 
are trying to gain time, because you realize that this is what I have firmly 
decided: 9 If you do not tell me the dream, there is only one penalty for you. You 
have conspired to tell me misleading and wicked things, hoping the situation will 
change. So then, tell me the dream, and I will know that you can interpret it for 
me.”  10 The astrologers answered the king, “There is no one on earth who can do 
what the king asks! No king, however great and mighty, has ever asked such a thing 
of any magician or enchanter or astrologer. 11 What the king asks is too difficult. No 
one can reveal it to the king except the gods, and they do not live among 
humans.”  12 This made the king so angry and furious that he ordered the 
execution of all the wise men of Babylon. 13 So the decree was issued to put the wise 
men to death, and men were sent to look for Daniel and his friends to put them to 
death.  14 When Arioch, the commander of the king’s guard, had gone out to put to 
death the wise men of Babylon, Daniel spoke to him with wisdom and tact.15 He asked 
the king’s officer, “Why did the king issue such a harsh decree?” Arioch then 
explained the matter to Daniel. 16 At this, Daniel went in to the king and asked for 
time, so that he might interpret the dream for him. 17 Then Daniel returned to his 
house and explained the matter to his friends Hananiah, Mishael and Azariah. 18 He 
urged them to plead for mercy from the God of heaven concerning this mystery, so 
that he and his friends might not be executed with the rest of the wise men of 
Babylon.  

2:1-11 Dreams were considered to be messages from the gods, and the wise men were 
expected to interpret them. Usually the wise men could give some sort of interpretation as 
long as they knew what the dream was about. This time, however, Nebuchadnezzar 



demanded to be told the dream also. God sent a series of dreams to Nebuchadnezzar with 
prophetic messages that could be revealed and understood only by a servant of God. People 
from other time periods who received dreams from God include Jacob (Genesis 28:10-15), 
Joseph (Genesis 37:5-11), Pharaoh’s cupbearer and his baker (Genesis 40), Pharaoh 
(Genesis 41), Solomon (1 Kings 3:5-15), and Joseph (Matthew 1:20-24). 

2:10-11 The astrologers told the king that “no one on earth” could know the dreams of 
another person. What the king asked was humanly impossible. But Daniel could tell what 
the king had dreamed, and he could also give the interpretation because God was working 
through him. In daily life, we face many apparently impossible situations that would be 
hopeless if we had to handle them with our limited strength. But God specializes in working 
through us to achieve the impossible. 

The astrologers were unable to persuade the king with any amount of logic or rational 
argument. The king asked for something impossible and wouldn’t let anyone change his 
mind. When power goes to a leader’s head, whether at work, at home, or in the church, 
that leader may sometimes demand the impossible from subordinates. At times, this may 
be the challenge needed to motivate workers to achieve more than they thought they 
could. At other times, it may just be the rantings and ravings of someone deluded with 
power. Just as Daniel dealt wisely in the situation, we can ask God to give us wisdom to 
know how to deal with unreasonable bosses. 

2:11 The astrologers admitted that their gods did not “live among humans” and thus were 
unable to help them. Of course their gods weren't present and available—they didn’t even 
exist! This exposed the limitations of the astrologers. They could invent interpretations of 
dreams but could not tell Nebuchadnezzar what he had dreamed. Although his request was 
unreasonable, Nebuchadnezzar was furious when his advisers couldn’t fulfill it. It was not 
unusual in these times for astrologers to be in conflict with the king. They sometimes used 
their craft to gain political power. 

 2:11 By answering that the gods “do not live among humans,” the astrologers betrayed 
their concept of the gods. Theirs was a hollow religion, a religion of convenience. They 
believed in the gods, but that belief made no difference in their conduct. Today, many 
people profess to believe in God, but it is also a hollow belief. In essence, they are 
practical atheists because they don’t listen to him or do what he says. Do you believe in 
God? He does live among people, and he wants to change your life. 

2:16-18 Daniel was at a crisis point. Imagine going to see the powerful, temperamental 
king who had just angrily ordered your death! Daniel did not shrink back in fear, however, 
but confidently believed God would tell him all the king wanted to know. When the king 
gave Daniel time to find the answer, Daniel found his three friends and they prayed. When 
you find yourself in a tight spot, share your needs with trusted friends who also believe in 



God’s power. Prayer is more effective than panic. Panic confirms your hopelessness; prayer 
confirms your hope in God. Daniel’s trust in God saved not only himself, but also his three 
friends and all the other wise men of Babylon. 

Verses 19-23 

19 During the night the mystery was revealed to Daniel in a vision. Then Daniel praised 
the God of heaven 20 and said: “Praise be to the name of God for ever and 
ever; wisdom and power are his.  21 He changes times and seasons; he deposes kings 
and raises up others.  He gives wisdom to the wise and knowledge to the 
discerning.  22 He reveals deep and hidden things; he knows what lies in darkness, and 
light dwells with him.  23 I thank and praise you, God of my ancestors: You have given 
me wisdom and power, you have made known to me what we asked of you, you have 
made known to us the dream of the king.” 

2:19-23 After Daniel asked God to reveal Nebuchadnezzar’s dream to him, he saw a vision 
of the dream. Daniel’s prayer was answered. Before rushing to Arioch with the news, 
Daniel took time to give God credit for all wisdom and power, thanking God for answering 
his request. How do you feel when your prayers are answered? Excited? Surprised? 
Relieved? There are times when we seek God in prayer and, after having been answered, 
dash off in our excitement, forgetting to give God credit for the answer. Match your 
persistence in prayer with gratitude when your requests are answered. 

2:21 If you ever think that you still have much to learn in life, and if you ever wish that 
you knew more about how to handle people, then look to God for wisdom. While educational 
institutions provide diplomas at great expense, God gives wisdom freely to all who ask. 
(See James 1:5 for more on asking God for wisdom.) 

2:21 When we see evil leaders who live long and good leaders who die young, we may 
wonder if God still controls world events. Daniel saw evil rulers with almost limitless power, 
but Daniel knew and proclaimed that God “deposes kings and raises up others,” and that he 
controls everything that happens. God governs the world according to his purposes. You 
may be dismayed when you see evil people prosper, but God is in control. Let this 
knowledge give you confidence and peace no matter what happens. 

Daniel Interprets the Dream – Verses 24-49 
24 Then Daniel went to Arioch, whom the king had appointed to execute the wise men 
of Babylon, and said to him, “Do not execute the wise men of Babylon. Take me to 
the king, and I will interpret his dream for him.” 25 Arioch took Daniel to the king at 
once and said, “I have found a man among the exiles from Judah who can tell the 
king what his dream means.”26 The king asked Daniel (also called Belteshazzar), “Are 
you able to tell me what I saw in my dream and interpret it?” 27 Daniel replied, “No 



wise man, enchanter, magician or diviner can explain to the king the mystery he has 
asked about, 28 but there is a God in heaven who reveals mysteries. He has shown 
King Nebuchadnezzar what will happen in days to come. Your dream and the visions 
that passed through your mind as you were lying in bed are these: 29 “As Your 
Majesty was lying there, your mind turned to things to come, and the revealer of 
mysteries showed you what is going to happen. 30 As for me, this mystery has been 
revealed to me, not because I have greater wisdom than anyone else alive, but so 
that Your Majesty may know the interpretation and that you may understand what 
went through your mind.  31 “Your Majesty looked, and there before you stood a large 
statue—an enormous, dazzling statue, awesome in appearance. 32 The head of the 
statue was made of pure gold, its chest and arms of silver, its belly and thighs of 
bronze, 33 its legs of iron, its feet partly of iron and partly of baked clay. 34 While 
you were watching, a rock was cut out, but not by human hands. It struck the statue 
on its feet of iron and clay and smashed them.35 Then the iron, the clay, the bronze, 
the silver and the gold were all broken to pieces and became like chaff on a threshing 
floor in the summer. The wind swept them away without leaving a trace. But the rock 
that struck the statue became a huge mountain and filled the whole earth. 36 “This 
was the dream, and now we will interpret it to the king. 37 Your Majesty, you are the 
king of kings. The God of heaven has given you dominion and power and might and 
glory; 38 in your hands he has placed all mankind and the beasts of the field and the 
birds in the sky. Wherever they live, he has made you ruler over them all. You are 
that head of gold.39 “After you, another kingdom will arise, inferior to yours. Next, a 
third kingdom, one of bronze, will rule over the whole earth. 40 Finally, there will be a 
fourth kingdom, strong as iron—for iron breaks and smashes everything—and as iron 
breaks things to pieces, so it will crush and break all the others. 41 Just as you saw 
that the feet and toes were partly of baked clay and partly of iron, so this will be a 
divided kingdom; yet it will have some of the strength of iron in it, even as you saw 
iron mixed with clay. 42 As the toes were partly iron and partly clay, so this kingdom 
will be partly strong and partly brittle. 43 And just as you saw the iron mixed with 
baked clay, so the people will be a mixture and will not remain united, any more than 
iron mixes with clay.  44 “In the time of those kings, the God of heaven will set up a 
kingdom that will never be destroyed, nor will it be left to another people. It will 
crush all those kingdoms and bring them to an end, but it will itself endure 
forever.45 This is the meaning of the vision of the rock cut out of a mountain, but not 
by human hands—a rock that broke the iron, the bronze, the clay, the silver and the 
gold to pieces.  “The great God has shown the king what will take place in the 
future. The dream is true and its interpretation is trustworthy.”  46 Then King 
Nebuchadnezzar fell prostrate before Daniel and paid him honor and ordered that an 
offering and incense be presented to him. 47 The king said to Daniel, “Surely your God 
is the God of gods and the Lord of kings and a revealer of mysteries, for you were 
able to reveal this mystery.”  48 Then the king placed Daniel in a high position and 
lavished many gifts on him. He made him ruler over the entire province of Babylon 



and placed him in charge of all its wise men. 49 Moreover, at Daniel’s request the king 
appointed Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego administrators over the province of 
Babylon, while Daniel himself remained at the royal court. 

2:24 Daniel did not use his success to promote his own self-interest. He thought of 
others. When striving to succeed or survive, remember the needs of others. 

 2:27-30 Before Daniel told the king anything else, he gave credit to God, explaining that 
he did not know the dream through his own wisdom but only because God revealed it. How 
easily we take credit for what God does through us! This robs God of the honor that he 
alone deserves. Instead, we should be like Daniel and point people to God so that we give 
him the glory. 

2:31-47 The head of gold on the statue in the dream represented Nebuchadnezzar, ruler 
of the Babylonian Empire. The silver chest and two arms represented the Medo-Persian 
Empire, which conquered Babylon in 539 B.C. The belly and thighs of bronze were Greece 
and Macedonia under Alexander the Great, who conquered the Medo-Persian Empire in 
334–330 B.C. The legs of iron represented Rome, which conquered the Greeks in 63 B.C. 
The feet of clay and iron represented the breakup of the Roman Empire, when the 
territory Rome ruled divided into a mixture of strong and weak nations. The type of metal 
in each part depicted the strength of the political power it represented. The rock cut out 
of the mountain depicted God’s kingdom, which would be ruled eternally by the Messiah, 
the King of kings. The dream revealed Daniel’s God as the power behind all earthly 
kingdoms. 

2:44 God’s kingdom will never be destroyed. If you are upset by threats of war and the 
prosperity of evil leaders, remember that God, not world leaders, decides the outcome of 
history. Under God’s protection, God’s kingdom is indestructible. Those who believe in God 
are members of his kingdom and are secure in him. 

2:47 Nebuchadnezzar honored Daniel and Daniel’s God. If Daniel had taken the credit 
himself, the king would have honored only Daniel. Because Daniel gave God the credit, the 
king honored both of them. Part of our mission in this world is to show unbelievers what 
God is like. We can do that by giving God credit for what he does in our lives. Our acts of 
love and compassion may impress people, and if we give God credit for our actions, they will 
want to know more about him. Give thanks to God for what he is doing in and through you. 

2:49 After being named ruler over the whole province of Babylon and placed in charge of 
the wise men, Daniel requested that his companions, Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego, be 
appointed as his assistants. Daniel knew that he could not handle such an enormous 
responsibility without capable assistants, so he chose the best men he knew—his three 
Hebrew companions. A competent leader never does all the work alone; he or she knows 



how to delegate and supervise. Moses, Israel’s greatest leader, shared the burden of 
administration with dozens of assistants. (This story is in Exodus 18:13-27.) 
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