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Hebrews Chapter 5

Verses 1-10

Every high priest is selected from among the people and is appointed to represent the people
in matters related to God, to offer gifts and sacrifices for sins. 2 He is able to deal gently
with those who are ignorant and are going astray, since he himself is subject to
weakness. 3 This is why he has to offer sacrifices for his own sins, as well as for the sins
of the people. * And no one takes this honor on himself, but he receives it when called by
God, just as Aaron was. °In the same way, Christ did not take on himself the glory of
becoming a high priest. But God said to him, “"You are my Son: today I have become your
Father.” ® And he says in another place, “You are a priest forever, in the order of
Melchizedek. 7 During the days of Jesus' life on earth, he offered up prayers and petitions
with fervent cries and tears to the one who could save him from death, and he was
heard because of his reverent submission. & Son though he was, he learned obedience from
what he suffered ° and, once made perfect, he became the source of eternal salvation for
all who obey him '°and was designated by God to be high priest in the order of
Melchizedek.

5:4-6 This chapter stresses both Christ's divine appointment and his humanity. The writer uses
two Old Testament verses to show Christ's divine appointment: Psalms 2:7 and 110:4. At the time
this book was written, the Romans selected the high priest in Jerusalem. In the Old Testament,
however, God chose Aaron, and only Aaron’'s descendants could be high priests. Christ, like Aaron,
was chosen and called by God.

5:7 Jesus was in great agony as he prepared to face death (Luke 22:41-44). Although Jesus cried
out to God, asking to be delivered, he was prepared to suffer humiliation, separation from his
Father, and death in order to do God's will. At times we will undergo trials, not because we want to
suffer, but because we want o obey God. Let Jesus' obedience sustain and encourage you in times
of trial. You will be able to face anything if you know that Jesus Christ is with you. Have you
ever felt that God didn't hear your prayers? Be sure you are praying with reverent submission,
willing to do what God wants. God responds to his obedient children.

5:8 Jesus' human life was not a script that he passively followed. It was a life that he chose
freely (John 10:17-18). It was a continuous process of making the will of God the Father his own.
Jesus chose to obey, even though obedience led to suffering and death. Because Jesus obeyed
perfectly, even under great trial, he can help us obey, no matter how difficult obedience seems to
be.

5:9 Christ was always morally perfect. By obeying, he demonstrated his perfection to us, not to
God or to himself. In the Bible, perfect usually means completeness or maturity. By sharing our
experience of suffering, Christ shared our human experience completely. He is now able o offer



eternal salvation to those who obey him. See Philippians 2:5-11 for Christ's attitude as he took on
human form.

5:9 The "eternal salvation" we have been offered means the elimination of a verdict on our sin,
the setting aside of judgment, and the award of undeserved membership in God's family. It is a
change in destiny, an awakening of hope, an overcoming of death. Salvation turns a person toward
heaven and inaugurates a life of discipleship with the living Christ. It is God's vote for you, God's
invitation to you, God's energy invested in you. Salvation is the reason you can smile in the morning
and rest in the evening. God loves you, and you belong to him.

Warning Against Falling Away - Verses 11-14

! We have much to say about this, but it is hard to make it clear to you because you no
longer try to understand. '? In fact, though by this time you ought to be teachers, you need
someone to teach you the elementary truths of God's word all over again. You need milk, not
solid food! '* Anyone who lives on milk, being still an infant, is not acquainted with the
teaching about righteousness. '* But solid food is for the mature, who by constant use have
trained themselves to distinguish good from evil.

5:12-13 These Jewish Christians were immature. Some of them should have been teaching
others, but they had not even applied the basics to their own lives. They were reluctant to move
beyond age-old traditions, established doctrines, and discussion of the basics. They wouldn't be
able to understand the high-priestly role of Christ unless they moved out of their comfortable
position, cut some of their Jewish ties, and stopped tfrying to blend in with their culture.
Commitment to Christ moves people out of their comfort zones.

5:12-14 In order to grow from infant Christians to mature Christians, we must learn
discernment. We must train our consciences, our senses, our minds, and our bodies to distinguish
good from evil. Can you recognhize temptation before it traps you? Can you tell the difference
between a correct use of Scripture and a mistaken one?

5:14 Our capacity to feast on deeper knowledge of God (“solid food") is determined by our
spiritual growth. Too often we want God's banquet before we are spiritually capable of digesting
it. As you grow in the Lord and put into practice what you have learned, your capacity to
understand will also grow.

Hebrews Chapter 6
Verses 1-12

Therefore let us move beyond the elementary teachings about Christ and be taken forward
to maturity, not laying again the foundation of repentance from acts that lead to death, and
of faith in God, 2 instruction about cleansing rites, the laying on of hands, the resurrection
of the dead, and eternal judgment. > And God permitting, we will do so. *It is impossible
for those who have once been enlightened, who have tasted the heavenly gift, who have
shared in the Holy Spirit, °who have tasted the goodness of the word of God and the
powers of the coming age ®and who have fallen’ away, to be brought back to
repentance. To their loss they are crucifying the Son of God all over again and subjecting
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him to public disgrace.” Land that drinks in the rain often falling on it and that produces a
crop useful to those for whom it is farmed receives the blessing of God. ®But land that
produces thorns and thistles is worthless and is in danger of being cursed. In the end it will
be burned. ° Even though we speak like this, dear friends, we are convinced of better things
in your case—the things that have to do with salvation. ° God is not unjust: he will not
forget your work and the love you have shown him as you have helped his people and continue
to help them. ! We want each of you to show this same diligence to the very end, so that
what you hope for may be fully realized. > We do not want you to become lazy, but to
imitate those who through faith and patience inherit what has been promised.

6:1-2 Certain basic teachings are essential for all believers to understand. Those basics include
the importance of faith, the foolishness of trying to be saved by good deeds, the meaning of
baptism and spiritual gifts, and the facts of resurrection and eternal life. To go on to maturity in
our understanding, we need to move beyond (but not away from) the basic teachings to a more
complete understanding of the faith. And this is what the author intends for his readers fo do
(6:3). Mature Christians should be teaching new Christians the basics. Then, acting on what they
know, the mature will learn even more from God's Word.

6:3 These Christians needed to move beyond the basics of their faith to an understanding of
Christ as the perfect high priest and the fulfillment of all the Old Testament prophecies. Rather
than arguing about the respective merits of Judaism and Christianity, they needed to depend on
Christ and live effectively for him.

6:4-6 In the first century, a pagan who investigated Christianity and then went back to paganism
made a clean break with the church. But for Jewish Christians who decided to return to Judaism,
the break was less obvious. Their lifestyle remained relatively unchanged. But by deliberately
turning away from Christ, they were cutting themselves off from God's forgiveness. Those who
persevere in believing are frue saints; those who continue to reject Christ are unbelievers, no
matter how well they behave.

6:6 This verse points to the danger of the Hebrew Christians returning to Judaism and thus
committing apostasy. Some apply this verse today to superficial believers who renounce their
Christianity or to unbelievers who come close to salvation and then turn away. Either way, those
who reject Christ will not be saved. Christ died once for all. He will not be crucified again. Apart
from his cross, there is no other possible way of salvation. However, the author does not indicate
that his readers were in danger of renouncing Christ. He is warning against hardness of heart
that would make repentance inconceivable for the sinner.

6:7-8 The writer uses an analogy from agriculture to make a simple point. Real seeds (the gospel)
given genuine care by the farmer (God) and planted in a fertile field (your heart and life) will
produce a bountiful crop (spiritual maturity). Weeds (temptations) threaten to overwhelm the
crop. If the field produces only weeds, then the seeds are lost and the field ruined.  An
unproductive Christian life falls under God's condemnation. You have been watered by God's grace
with clear and abundant teaching and preaching. What excuse do you have for a useless or
unproductive life? Don't be a Christian in name only. Make sure your life bears fruit.



6:10 It's easy to get discouraged, thinking that God has forgotten us. But God is never unjust. He
never forgets or overlooks our hard work for him. Presently you may not be receiving rewards and
acclaim, but God knows your efforts of love and ministry. Let God's love for you and his intimate
knowledge of your service for him bolster you as you face disappointment and rejection here on
earth.

6:11-12 Hope keeps the Christian from becoming lazy or feeling bored. Like an athlete, train
hard and run well, remembering the reward that lies ahead (Philippians 3:14).

The Certainty of God's Promise - Verses 13-19

13 When God made his promise to Abraham, since there was no one greater for him to swear
by, he swore by himself, *saying, “I will surely bless you and give you many
descendants.” > And so after waiting patiently, Abraham received what was promised.
'¢ people swear by someone greater than themselves, and the oath confirms what is said and
puts an end to all argument. " Because God wanted to make the unchanging nature of his
purpose very clear to the heirs of what was promised, he confirmed it with an oath. '8 God
did this so that, by two unchangeable things in which it is impossible for God to lie, we who
have fled to take hold of the hope set before us may be greatly encouraged. ° We have
this hope as an anchor for the soul, firm and secure. It enters the inner sanctuary behind
the curtain, 2 where our forerunner, Jesus, has entered on our behalf. He has become a
high priest forever, in the order of Melchizedek.

6:15 Abraham waited patiently—it was 25 years from the time God had promised him a son
(Genesis 12:7; 13:14-16; 15:4-5; 17:16) to Isaac's birth (Genesis 21:1-3). Because our trials and
temptations are often so intense, they seem to last for an eternity. Both the Bible and the
testimony of mature Christians encourage us to wait for God fo act in his timing, even when our
needs seem too great to wait any longer.

6:17 God's promises are unchanging and frustworthy because God is unchanging and ftrustworthy.
When promising Abraham a son, God took an oath in his own name. The oath was as good as God's
name, and God's name was as good as his divine nature.

6:18-19 These two unchangeable things are God's nature and his promise. God embodies all truth;
therefore, he cannot lie. Because God is truth, you can be secure in his promises; you don't need
to wonder if he will change his plans. Our hope is secure and immovable, anchored in God, just as a
ship’s anchor holds firmly to the seabed. To the true seeker who comes to God in belief, God gives
an unconditional promise of acceptance. When you ask God with openness, honesty, and sincerity
to save you from your sins, he will do it. This truth should give you encouragement, assurance, and
confidence.

6:19-20 A curtain hung between the Holy Place and the Most Holy Place, the two innermost
rooms of the temple. This curtain prevented anyone from entering, gazing into, or even getting a
fleeting glimpse of the interior of the Most Holy Place (see also 9:1-8). The high priest could
enter there only once a year to stand in God's presence and atone for the sins of the entire
nation. But Christ is in God's presence at all times, not just once a year, as the high priest who can
continually intercede for us.
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