Ezekiel Chapter 37

The Valley of Dry Bones — Verses 1-14

1The hand of the Lord was on me, and he brought me out by the Spirit of the Lord and
set me in the middle of a valley; it was full of bones. 2 He led me back and forth among
them, and | saw a great many bones on the floor of the valley, bones that were very dry.
3 He asked me, “Son of man, can these bones live?” | said, “Sovereign Lord, you alone
know.” 4 Then he said to me, “Prophesy to these bones and say to them, ‘Dry bones,
hear the word of the Lord! 5 This is what the Sovereign Lord says to these bones: | will
make breath[a] enter you, and you will come to life. 6 | will attach tendons to you and
make flesh come upon you and cover you with skin; | will put breath in you, and you will
come to life. Then you will know that | am the Lord.” 7 So | prophesied as | was
commanded. And as | was prophesying, there was a noise, a rattling sound, and the
bones came together, bone to bone. 8 | looked, and tendons and flesh appeared on
them and skin covered them, but there was no breath in them. 9 Then he said to me,
“Prophesy to the breath; prophesy, son of man, and say to it, ‘This is what the
Sovereign Lord says: Come, breath, from the four winds and breathe into these slain,
that they may live.”” 10 So | prophesied as he commanded me, and breath entered
them; they came to life and stood up on their feet—a vast army. 11 Then he said to me:
“Son of man, these bones are the people of Israel. They say, ‘Our bones are dried up
and our hope is gone; we are cut off.’12 Therefore prophesy and say to them: ‘This is
what the Sovereign Lord says: My people, | am going to open your graves and bring
you up from them; I will bring you back to the land of Israel. 13 Then you, my people,
will know that | am the Lord, when | open your graves and bring you up from them. 14 |
will put my Spirit in you and you will live, and | will settle you in your own land. Then you
will know that | the Lord have spoken, and | have done it, declares the Lord.”

37:1 This vision illustrates the promise of chapter 36—new life and a nation restored,
both physically and spiritually. The dry bones are a picture of the Jews in captivity—
scattered and dead. The two sticks of wood (37:15-17) represent the reunion of the
entire nation of Israel that had divided into northern and southern kingdoms after
Solomon. The scattered exiles of both Israel and Judah would be released from the
“graves” of captivity and one day regathered in their homeland, with the Messiah as
their leader. This vision has yet to be fulfilled. Ezekiel felt he was speaking to the dead
as he preached to the exiles because they rarely responded to his message. But these
bones responded! And just as God brought life to the dead bones, he would bring life
again to his spiritually dead people.

37:4-5 The dry bones represented the people’s spiritually dead condition. Your church
may seem like a heap of dry bones to you, spiritually dead with no hope of vitality. But
just as God promised to restore his nation, he can restore any church, no matter how
dry or dead it may be. Rather than give up, pray for renewal, for God can restore it to
life. The hope and prayer of every church should be that God will put his Spirit into it



(37:14). In fact, God is at work calling his people back to himself, bringing new life into
dead churches.

One Nation Under One King — Verses 15-28

15 The word of the Lord came to me: 16 “Son of man, take a stick of wood and write on
it, ‘Belonging to Judah and the Israelites associated with him.” Then take another stick
of wood, and write on it, ‘Belonging to Joseph (that is, to Ephraim) and all the Israelites
associated with him.” 17 Join them together into one stick so that they will become one
in your hand. 18 “When your people ask you, ‘Won’t you tell us what you mean by
this?’19 say to them, ‘This is what the Sovereign Lord says: | am going to take the stick
of Joseph—which is in Ephraim’s hand—and of the Israelite tribes associated with him,
and join it to Judah’s stick. | will make them into a single stick of wood, and they will
become one in my hand.” 20 Hold before their eyes the sticks you have written on 21
and say to them, ‘This is what the Sovereign Lord says: | will take the Israelites out of
the nations where they have gone. | will gather them from all around and bring them
back into their own land. 22 | will make them one nation in the land, on the mountains of
Israel. There will be one king over all of them and they will never again be two nations
or be divided into two kingdoms. 23 They will no longer defile themselves with their idols
and vile images or with any of their offenses, for | will save them from all their sinful
backsliding, and | will cleanse them. They will be my people, and | will be their God. 24
“My servant David will be king over them, and they will all have one shepherd. They will
follow my laws and be careful to keep my decrees.25 They will live in the land | gave to
my servant Jacob, the land where your ancestors lived. They and their children and
their children’s children will live there forever, and David my servant will be their prince
forever. 26 | will make a covenant of peace with them; it will be an everlasting covenant.
| will establish them and increase their numbers, and | will put my sanctuary among
them forever. 27 My dwelling place will be with them; | will be their God, and they will be
my people. 28 Then the nations will know that | the Lord make Israel holy, when my
sanctuary is among them forever.”

37:16 The first stick of wood represented Judah, being the leading tribe in the southern
kingdom. The other represented Ephraim, the leading tribe in the northern kingdom.

37:24-25 The Messiah was often called David because he is David’'s descendant. David
was a good king, but the Messiah would be the perfect King (Revelation 17:14; 19:16).

37:26-27 God’s promise here goes beyond the physical and geographical restoration of
Israel. He promises to breathe new spiritual life into his people so that their hearts and
attitudes will be right with him and united with one another. This same process is
described throughout God’s Word as the cleansing and renewing of our hearts by God’s
Spirit (Titus 3:4-6).



Ezekiel Chapter 38
The Lord’s Great Victory Over the Nations — Verses 1-12

1 The word of the Lord came to me: 2 “Son of man, set your face against Gog, of the
land of Magog, the chief prince of Meshek and Tubal; prophesy against him 3 and say:
‘This is what the Sovereign Lord says: | am against you, Gog, chief prince of Meshek
and Tubal. 4 I will turn you around, put hooks in your jaws and bring you out with your
whole army—your horses, your horsemen fully armed, and a great horde with large and
small shields, all of them brandishing their swords. 5 Persia, Cush and Put will be with
them, all with shields and helmets, 6 also Gomer with all its troops, and Beth Togarmah
from the far north with all its troops—the many nations with you. 7 “Get ready; be
prepared, you and all the hordes gathered about you, and take command of them. 8
After many days you will be called to arms. In future years you will invade a land that
has recovered from war, whose people were gathered from many nations to the
mountains of Israel, which had long been desolate. They had been brought out from the
nations, and now all of them live in safety. 9 You and all your troops and the many
nations with you will go up, advancing like a storm; you will be like a cloud covering the
land. 10 “This is what the Sovereign Lord says: On that day thoughts will come into
your mind and you will devise an evil scheme. 11 You will say, “I will invade a land of
unwalled villages; | will attack a peaceful and unsuspecting people—all of them living
without walls and without gates and bars. 12 | will plunder and loot and turn my hand
against the resettled ruins and the people gathered from the nations, rich in livestock
and goods, living at the center of the land.”

38:1-12 In chapter 37, Ezekiel revealed how Israel (God’s people) would be restored to
their land from many parts of the world. Once Israel became strong, a confederacy of
nations from the north would attack, led by Gog (see also Revelation 20:8). Their
purpose would be to destroy God’s people. Gog'’s allies would come from the
mountainous area southeast of the Black Sea and southwest of the Caspian Sea
(central Turkey), as well as from the area that is present-day Iran, Ethiopia, Libya, and
possibly Russia. Gog could be a person (he sometimes is identified with Gyges, king of
Lydia in 660 B.C.), or Gog could also be a symbol of all the evil in the world. Whether
symbolic or literal, Gog represents the aggregate military might of all the forces opposed
to God.

Many say that the battle Ezekiel described will occur at the end of human history, but
there are many differences between the events described here and those in Revelation
20. Regardless of when this battle will occur, the message is clear: God will deliver his
people, and no enemy can stand before his mighty power.

Verses 13-23
13 Sheba and Dedan and the merchants of Tarshish and all her villages will say to you,

“Have you come to plunder? Have you gathered your hordes to loot, to carry off silver
and gold, to take away livestock and goods and to seize much plunder?” 14 “Therefore,



son of man, prophesy and say to Gog: ‘This is what the Sovereign Lord says: In that
day, when my people Israel are living in safety, will you not take notice of it? 15 You will
come from your place in the far north, you and many nations with you, all of them riding
on horses, a great horde, a mighty army. 16 You will advance against my people Israel
like a cloud that covers the land. In days to come, Gog, | will bring you against my land,
so that the nations may know me when | am proved holy through you before their eyes.
17 “This is what the Sovereign Lord says: You are the one | spoke of in former days by
my servants the prophets of Israel. At that time they prophesied for years that | would
bring you against them. 18 This is what will happen in that day: When Gog attacks the
land of Israel, my hot anger will be aroused, declares the Sovereign Lord. 19 In my zeal
and fiery wrath | declare that at that time there shall be a great earthquake in the land of
Israel. 20 The fish in the sea, the birds in the sky, the beasts of the field, every creature
that moves along the ground, and all the people on the face of the earth will tremble at
my presence. The mountains will be overturned, the cliffs will crumble and every wall
will fall to the ground. 21 | will summon a sword against Gog on all my mountains,
declares the Sovereign Lord. Every man’s sword will be against his brother. 22 | will
execute judgment on him with plague and bloodshed; I will pour down torrents of rain,
hailstones and burning sulfur on him and on his troops and on the many nations with
him. 23 And so | will show my greatness and my holiness, and | will make myself known
in the sight of many nations. Then they will know that | am the Lord.’

38:13 Sheba and Dedan, great trading centers in Arabia, would in effect say to Gog,
“Who are you to usurp our position as the world’s trade leaders?” Sheba and Dedan
would then join this confederacy. Tarshish was the leading trade center in the west;
many believe it was in Spain.

38:21 God will directly intervene in the defense of Israel, unleashing severe natural
disasters on the invaders from the north. In the end, the stricken pagan nations will turn
on themselves in confusion and panic. All those who set themselves against God will be
destroyed.



