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Ezekiel Chapter 8 
Idolatry In The Temple – Verses 1-5 
1In the sixth year, in the sixth month on the fifth day, while I was sitting in my house and the 
elders of Judah were sitting before me, the hand of the Sovereign LORD came on me there. 2 I 
looked, and I saw a figure like that of a man. From what appeared to be his waist down he was 
like fire, and from there up his appearance was as bright as glowing metal. 3 He stretched out 
what looked like a hand and took me by the hair of my head. The Spirit lifted me up between 
earth and heaven and in visions of God he took me to Jerusalem, to the entrance of the north 
gate of the inner court, where the idol that provokes to jealousy stood. 4 And there before me 
was the glory of the God of Israel, as in the vision I had seen in the plain.  5 Then he said to 
me, “Son of man, look toward the north.” So I looked, and in the entrance north of the gate of 
the altar I saw this idol of jealousy. 

8:1-18 This prophecy’s date corresponds to 592 B.C. The message of chapters 8–11 is directed 
specifically toward Jerusalem and its leaders. Chapter 8 records Ezekiel being taken in a vision from 
Babylon to the temple in Jerusalem to see the great wickedness being practiced there. The people and 
their religious leaders were thoroughly corrupt. While Ezekiel’s first vision (chapters 1–3) showed that 
judgment was from God, this vision showed that their sin was the reason for judgment. 

8:2 This figure could have been an angel or a manifestation of God himself. In Ezekiel’s previous vision, 
a man with a similar appearance was pictured as God on his throne (1:26-28).  

8:3-5 This “idol that provokes to jealousy” could be an image of Asherah, the Canaanite goddess of 
fertility, whose character encouraged sexual immorality and self-gratification. King Manasseh had 
placed such an idol in the temple (2 Kings 21:7). King Josiah had burned the Asherah pole (2 Kings 
23:6), but there were certainly many other idols around. 

Idolatry In The Temple – Verses 6-18 
6 And he said to me, “Son of man, do you see what they are doing—the utterly detestable things 
the Israelites are doing here, things that will drive me far from my sanctuary? But you will see 
things that are even more detestable.”  7 Then he brought me to the entrance to the court. I 
looked, and I saw a hole in the wall. 8 He said to me, “Son of man, now dig into the wall.” So I 
dug into the wall and saw a doorway there.  9 And he said to me, “Go in and see the wicked and 
detestable things they are doing here.” 10 So I went in and looked, and I saw portrayed all over 
the walls all kinds of crawling things and unclean animals and all the idols of Israel. 11 In front of 
them stood seventy elders of Israel, and Jaazaniah son of Shaphan was standing among them. 
Each had a censer in his hand, and a fragrant cloud of incense was rising.  12 He said to me, 
“Son of man, have you seen what the elders of Israel are doing in the darkness, each at the 
shrine of his own idol? They say, ‘The LORD does not see us; the LORD has forsaken the 
land.’”13 Again, he said, “You will see them doing things that are even more detestable.” 14 Then 
he brought me to the entrance of the north gate of the house of the LORD, and I saw women 
sitting there, mourning the god Tammuz. 15 He said to me, “Do you see this, son of man? You will 



see things that are even more detestable than this.” 16 He then brought me into the inner 
court of the house of the LORD, and there at the entrance to the temple, between the portico 
and the altar, were about twenty-five men. With their backs toward the temple of the LORD and 
their faces toward the east, they were bowing down to the sun in the east. 17 He said to me, 
“Have you seen this, son of man? Is it a trivial matter for the people of Judah to do the 
detestable things they are doing here? Must they also fill the land with violence and continually 
arouse my anger? Look at them putting the branch to their nose! 18 Therefore I will deal with 
them in anger; I will not look on them with pity or spare them. Although they shout in my ears, 
I will not listen to them.” 

8:6-18 In scene after scene, God revealed to Ezekiel the extent to which the people had embraced 
idolatry and wickedness. God’s Spirit works within us in a similar way, revealing sin that lurks in our 
lives. How comfortable would you feel if God held an open house in your life today?  

8:14 Tammuz was the Babylonian god of spring. He was the husband or lover of the goddess Ishtar. 
The followers of this cult believed that the green vegetation shriveled and died in the hot summer 
because Tammuz had died and descended into the underworld. Thus, the worshipers wept and mourned 
his death. In the springtime, when the new vegetation appeared, they rejoiced, believing that Tammuz 
had come back to life. God was showing Ezekiel that many people were no longer worshiping the true 
God of life and vegetation. We must also be careful not to spend so much time thinking about the 
benefits of creation that we lose sight of the Creator. 

 

Ezekiel Chapter 9 

Judgment on the Idolaters – Verses 1-6 

9 Then I heard him call out in a loud voice, “Bring near those who are appointed to execute 
judgment on the city, each with a weapon in his hand.” 2 And I saw six men coming from the 
direction of the upper gate, which faces north, each with a deadly weapon in his hand. With 
them was a man clothed in linen who had a writing kit at his side. They came in and stood beside 
the bronze altar. 3 Now the glory of the God of Israel went up from above the cherubim, where 
it had been, and moved to the threshold of the temple. Then the LORD called to the man clothed 
in linen who had the writing kit at his side 4 and said to him, “Go throughout the city of 
Jerusalem and put a mark on the foreheads of those who grieve and lament over all the 
detestable things that are done in it.”  5 As I listened, he said to the others, “Follow him 
through the city and kill, without showing pity or compassion. 6 Slaughter the old men, the young 
men and women, the mothers and children, but do not touch anyone who has the mark. Begin at 
my sanctuary.” So they began with the old men who were in front of the temple. 

9:1-11 This chapter presents a picture of coming judgment. After Ezekiel had seen how corrupt 
Jerusalem had become, God called one man to spare the small minority who had been faithful. Then he 
called six men to slaughter the wicked people in the city. This judgment was ordered by God himself 
(9:5-7).  

9:2 The writing kit was relatively common in Ezekiel’s day. It included a long narrow board with a 
groove to hold the reed brush that was used to write on parchment, papyrus, or dried clay. The board 
had hollowed out areas for holding cakes of black and red ink that had to be moistened before use.  



9:3 What is God’s glory? It is the manifestation of God’s character—his ultimate power, 
transcendence, and moral perfection. God is completely above humans and their limitations. Yet God 
reveals himself to us so that we can worship and follow him.  

9:3 The cherubim (“cherub” is singular) are an order of powerful angelic beings created to glorify God. 
They are associated with God’s absolute holiness and moral perfection. God placed cherubim at the 
entrance of Eden to keep Adam and Eve out after they sinned (Genesis 3:24). Representations of 
cherubim were used to decorate the tabernacle and temple. The lid of the ark of the covenant, called 
the atonement cover, was adorned with two gold cherubim (Exodus 37:6-9). They were a symbol of the 
very presence of God. The cherubim seen by Ezekiel left the temple along with the glory of God 
(chapter 10). Ezekiel then recognized them as the living creatures he had seen in his first vision (see 
chapter 1).  

9:4-5 God told the man with the writing kit to put a mark on those who were faithful to God. Their 
faithfulness was determined by their sensitivity to and sorrow over their nation’s sin. Those with the 
mark were spared when the six men began to destroy the wicked people. During the Exodus, the 
Israelites put a mark of blood on their doorframes to save them from death. In the final days, God will 
mark the foreheads of those destined for salvation (Revelation 7:3), and Satan will mark his followers 
(Revelation 13:16-17), who, like him, are destined for destruction. When God punishes sin, he won’t 
forget his promise to preserve his people.  

Judgment on the Idolaters – Verses 7-11 
7 Then he said to them, “Defile the temple and fill the courts with the slain. Go!” So they went 
out and began killing throughout the city. 8 While they were killing and I was left alone, I fell 
facedown, crying out, “Alas, Sovereign LORD! Are you going to destroy the entire remnant of 
Israel in this outpouring of your wrath on Jerusalem?”  9 He answered me, “The sin of the people 
of Israel and Judah is exceedingly great; the land is full of bloodshed and the city is full of 
injustice. They say, ‘The LORD has forsaken the land; the LORD does not see.’ 10 So I will not 
look on them with pity or spare them, but I will bring down on their own heads what they have 
done.”  11 Then the man in linen with the writing kit at his side brought back word, saying, “I 
have done as you commanded.” 

9:6 Those who ought to have been the spiritual leaders of Israel (“the old men”) blatantly promoted 
their idolatrous beliefs, and the people abandoned God and followed them. Spiritual leaders are 
especially accountable to God because they are entrusted with the task of teaching the truth (see 
James 3:1). When they pervert the truth, they can lead countless people away from God and even 
cause a nation to fall. It is not surprising, then, that when God began to judge the nation, he started at 
the temple and worked outward (see 1 Peter 4:17). How sad it is that in the temple, the one place 
where they should have been teaching God’s truth, these men were teaching lies.  

9:9-10 The people said that the Lord had forsaken the land and wouldn’t see their sin. People have 
many convenient explanations to make it easier to sin: “It doesn’t matter,” “Everybody’s doing it,” or 
“Nobody will ever know.” Do you find yourself making excuses for sin? Rationalizing sin makes it easier 
to commit, but rationalization does not convince God or cancel the punishment. 
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