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Ezekiel Chapter 14

Idolaters Condemned - Verses 1-11

!Some of the elders of Israel came to me and sat down in front of me. > Then the word
of the LORD came to me: ®“Son of man, these men have set up idols in their hearts and
put wicked stumbling blocks before their faces. Should I let them inquire of me at
all? * Therefore speak to them and tell them, 'This is what the Sovereign LORD says:
When any of the Israelites set up idols in their hearts and put a wicked stumbling block
before their faces and then go to a prophet, I the LORD will answer them myself in
keeping with their great idolatry. ° I will do this to recapture the hearts of the people
of Israel, who have all deserted me for their idols." °“Therefore say to the people of
Israel, 'This is what the Sovereign LORD says: Repent! Turn from your idols and
renounce all your detestable practices! 7™'When any of the Israelites or any
foreigner residing in Israel separate themselves from me and set up idols in their hearts
and put a wicked stumbling block before their faces and then go to a prophet to
inquire of me, I the LORD will answer them myself. ® I will set my face against them and
make them an example and a byword. I will remove them from my people. Then you will
know that I am the LORD. °™And if the prophet is enticed to utter a prophecy, I
the LORD have enticed that prophet, and I will stretch out my hand against him and
destroy him from among my people Israel. '° They will bear their guilt—the prophet will
be as guilty as the one who consults him. !! Then the people of Israel will no longer
stray from me, nor will they defile themselves anymore with all their sins. They will be
my people, and I will be their God, declares the Sovereign LORD."

14:3 God condemned the elders for worshiping idols in their hearts and then daring to come
to God's prophet for advice. On the outside, they appeared to worship God, making regular
visits to the temple to offer sacrifices. But they were not sincere. It is easy for us to
criticize the Israelites for worshiping idols when they so clearly needed God instead. But we
have idols in our hearts when we pursue reputation, acceptance, wealth, or sensual pleasure
with the intensity and commitment that should be reserved for serving God.

14:3-5 For Hebrew writers, important functions of life were assigned to different physical
organs. The heart was considered the core of a person's intellectual and spiritual being.
Because all people have someone or something as the object of their heart's devotion, they
have the potential for idolatry within them. God wants to recapture the hearts of his people.
We must never let anything captivate our allegiance or imagination in such a way that it
replaces or weakens our devotion to God.



14:6-11 The people of Judah, though eager to accept the messages of false prophets,
considered the presence of a few God-fearing men in the nation an insurance policy against
disaster. In a pinch, they could always ask God's prophets for advice. But merely having God's
people around doesn't help. We must remember that the relationship our pastor, family, or
friends have with God will not protect us from the consequences of our own sins. Each person
is responsible for his or her own relationship with God. Is your faith personal and real, or are
you resting in what others have done?

Jerusalem’'s Judgment Inescapable - Verses 12-23

2 The word of the LORD came to me: '*“Son of man, if a country sins against me by

being unfaithful and I stretch out my hand against it to cut off its food supply and send
famine upon it and kill its people and their animals, *even if these three men—
Noah, Daniel and Job—were in it, they could save only themselves by their
righteousness, declares the Sovereign LORD. '°"Or if I send wild beasts through that
country and they leave it childless and it becomes desolate so that no one can pass
through it because of the beasts, '°as surely as I live, declares the Sovereign LORD,
even if these three men were in it, they could not save their own sons or daughters.
They alone would be saved, but the land would be desolate. !""Or if I bring a
sword against that country and say, ‘Let the sword pass throughout the land,’ and I Kkill
its people and their animals, '® as surely as I live, declares the Sovereign LORD, even if
these three men were in it, they could not save their own sons or daughters. They alone
would be saved. '?"Or if I send a plague into that land and pour out my wrath on it
through bloodshed, killing its people and their animals, *°as surely as I live, declares
the Sovereign LORD, even if Noah, Daniel and Job were in it, they could save neither
son nor daughter. They would save only themselves by their righteousness. 2! “For this
is what the Sovereign LORD says: How much worse will it be when I send against
Jerusalem my four dreadful judgments—sword and famine and wild beasts and plague—to
kill its men and their animals! ?* Yet there will be some survivors—sons and daughters
who will be brought out of it. They will come to you, and when you see their
conduct and their actions, you will be consoled regarding the disaster I have brought on
Jerusalem—every disaster I have brought on it. ?* You will be consoled when you see
their conduct and their actions, for you will know that I have done nothing in it without
cause, declares the Sovereign LORD.”

14:14-19 Noah, Daniel, and Job were great men in Israel's history, renowned for their
relationships with God and for their wisdom (see Genesis 6:8-9; Daniel 2:47-48; Job 1:.1).
Daniel had been taken into captivity during Babylon's first invasion of Judah in 605 B.C., eight
years before Ezekiel was taken captive. At the time of Ezekiel's message, Daniel occupied a
high government position in Babylon. But even these great men of God could not have saved
the people of Judah because God had already passed judgment on the nation's pervasive evil.



Ezekiel Chapter 15

Jerusalem as a Useless Vine

'"The word of the LORD came to me: 2"Son of man, how is the wood of a vine different from

that of a branch from any of the trees in the forest? * Is wood ever taken from it to make
anything useful? Do they make pegs from it to hang things on? * And after it is thrown on the
fire as fuel and the fire burns both ends and chars the middle, is it then useful for
anything? ® If it was not useful for anything when it was whole, how much less can it be made
into something useful when the fire has burned it and it is charred? ©“Therefore this is
what the Sovereign LORD says: As I have given the wood of the vine among the frees of the
forest as fuel for the fire, so will I treat the people living in Jerusalem.” I will set my face
against them. Although they have come out of the fire, the fire will yet consume them. And
when I set my face against them, you will know that I am the LORD. ® I will make the land
desolate because they have been unfaithful, declares the Sovereign LORD."

15:1-8 The messages given to Ezekiel in chapters 15-17 provided further evidence that God
was going to destroy Jerusalem. The first message was about a vine, useless at first and even
more useless after being burned. The people of Jerusalem were useless to God because of
their idol worship, and so they would be destroyed and their cities burned. Isaiah also
compared the nation of Israel to a vineyard (see Isaiah 5:1-7). Have you also become
apathetic and unfruitful to God? How can you begin fulfilling his plan for you?
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