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Daniel Chapter 12 

 

The End Times – Verses 1-7 
1 “At that time Michael, the great prince who protects your people, will arise. 
There will be a time of distress such as has not happened from the beginning of 
nations until then. But at that time your people—everyone whose name is found 
written in the book—will be delivered. 2 Multitudes who sleep in the dust of the 
earth will awake: some to everlasting life, others to shame and everlasting 
contempt. 3 Those who are wise will shine like the brightness of the heavens, and 
those who lead many to righteousness, like the stars for ever and ever.4 But you, 
Daniel, roll up and seal the words of the scroll until the time of the end. Many 
will go here and there to increase knowledge.” 5 Then I, Daniel, looked, and 
there before me stood two others, one on this bank of the river and one on the 
opposite bank. 6 One of them said to the man clothed in linen, who was above the 
waters of the river, “How long will it be before these astonishing things are 
fulfilled?” 7 The man clothed in linen, who was above the waters of the river, 
lifted his right hand and his left hand toward heaven, and I heard him swear by 
him who lives forever, saying, “It will be for a time, times and half a time. 

 When the power of the holy people has been finally broken, all these things will 
be completed.” 

12:1 Great suffering is in store for God’s people throughout the years ahead. This 
way of describing the future is also used by Jeremiah (Jeremiah 30:7) and Jesus 
(Matthew 24:21-51). Yet the great suffering is tempered by a great promise of hope 
for true believers.  

12:2 This is a clear reference to the resurrection of both the righteous and the 
wicked, although the eternal destiny of each will be quite different. Up to this point 
in time, teaching about the resurrection was not common, although every Israelite 
believed that one day he or she would be included in the restoration of the new 
kingdom. This reference to a bodily resurrection of both the saved and the lost was a 
sharp departure from common belief. (See also Job 19:25-26; Psalm 16:10; and Isaiah 
26:19 for other Old Testament references to the resurrection.) 



12:3 Many people try to be stars in the world of entertainment, only to find their 
stardom temporary. God tells us how we can be eternal “stars”—by being wise and 
leading many to God’s righteousness. If we share our Lord with others, we can be true 
stars—radiantly beautiful in God’s sight!  

12:4 Closing or sealing up the words of the scroll meant that it was to be kept safe 
and preserved. This was to be done so that believers of all times could look back on 
God’s work in history and find hope. Daniel did not understand the exact meaning of 
the times and events in his vision. We can see events as they unfold, for we are in the 
end times. The whole book will not be understood until the climax of earth’s history.  

12:7 “Time, times and half a time” is usually interpreted to mean three and a half 
years, and interpreters tend to take it either literally or figuratively.  “The power of 
the holy people” has been shattered and crushed again and again throughout history. 
God’s recurring purpose in this is to break the pride and self-sufficiency of his 
rebellious people and to bring them to accept him as their Lord. 

Verses 8-13 

8 I heard, but I did not understand. So I asked, “My lord, what will the outcome 
of all this be?” 9 He replied, “Go your way, Daniel, because the words are rolled 
up and sealed until the time of the end. 10 Many will be purified, made spotless 
and refined, but the wicked will continue to be wicked. None of the wicked will 
understand, but those who are wise will understand. 11 “From the time that the 
daily sacrifice is abolished and the abomination that causes desolation is set up, 
there will be 1,290 days. 12 Blessed is the one who waits for and reaches the end 
of the 1,335 days. 13 “As for you, go your way till the end. You will rest, and 
then at the end of the days you will rise to receive your allotted inheritance.” 

12:10 Trials and persecutions make very little sense to us when we experience them, 
but they can purify us if we are willing to learn from them. After you survive a 
difficult time, seek to learn from it so that it can help you in the future. See Romans 
5:3-5 for more on God’s purpose in our sufferings.  

12:11 “The abomination” set up in the temple refers to the altar of Zeus, where 
Antiochus IV Epiphanes sacrificed a pig. Some think it will have another fulfillment in 
the Antichrist and one of his horrible acts of evil (Matthew 24:15). However, this and 
the predictions at the early part of the chapter may refer specifically to Antiochus 
IV Epiphanes, and the rest of the prophecy may refer to the end times.  

12:11-12 Either these are further calculations relating to the persecution of the 
Jews under Antiochus IV Epiphanes, or they refer to the end times. The abolishing of 
the daily sacrifices means the removal of worship of the true God, as well as 



oppression of believers. There is much speculation about these numbers in verses 11 
and 12. The point is that this time of persecution has an end; God is in control of it, 
and he will be victorious over evil.  

12:13 The promise of resurrection was reaffirmed to Daniel. He would one day see 
the fulfillment of his words, but he was not to spend the rest of his life wondering 
what his visions might mean. Instead, he was to rest in the comfort of God’s 
sovereignty and look forward to the time when he would rise to receive and share 
eternal life with God. God does not reveal everything to us in this life. We must be 
content with the partial picture until he wants us to see more. He will tell us all we 
need to know.  

12:13 Daniel stands tall in the gallery of God’s remarkable servants. Born of royal 
heritage, yet taken into captivity when only a teenager, Daniel determined to remain 
faithful to God in the land of his captivity. Even at great personal cost, Daniel spent 
his entire lifetime advising his captors with unusual wisdom. God chose him as his 
servant to record some of the events of the captivity and some significant events 
concerning the future. As an old man, having been faithful to God throughout his 
years, Daniel was assured by God that he would rise from the dead and receive his 
portion in God’s eternal kingdom. Faithfulness to God has a rich reward, not 
necessarily in this life, but most certainly in the life to come. 
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