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Perilous Times and Perilous Men - Verses 1-9

'But know this, that in the last days perilous times will come: 2 For men will be
lovers of themselves, lovers of money, boasters, proud, blasphemers, disobedient
to parents, unthankful, unholy, 3 unloving, unforgiving, slanderers, without self-
control, brutal, despisers of good, 4 traitors, headstrong, haughty, lovers of
pleasure rather than lovers of God, ® having a form of godliness but denying its
power. And from such people turn away! ® For of this sort are those who creep
into households and make captives of gullible women loaded down with sins, led
away by various lusts, 7 always learning and never able to come to the knowledge
of the truth. ® Now as Jannes and Jambres resisted Moses, so do these also
resist the truth: men of corrupt minds, disapproved concerning the faith; ° but
they will progress no further, for their folly will be manifest to all, as theirs
also was.

3:1 Paul's reference to the “last days” reveals his sense of urgency. The last days
began after Jesus' resurrection when the Holy Spirit came upon the believers at
Pentecost. The “last days” will continue until Christ's second coming. This means that
we are living in the last days. So we should make the most of the time that God has
given us (Ephesians 5:16; Colossians 4:5).

In many parts of the world today, being a Christian is not especially difficult—people
aren't jailed for reading the Bible or executed for preaching Christ. (However, this
kind of persecution is very real for many believers.) Paul's descriptive list of behavior
in the last days describes our society—even, unfortunately, the behavior of many
Christians. Check your life against Paul's list. Don't give in to society's pressures. Don't
settle for comfort without commitment. Stand up against evil by living as God would
have his people live.

3:4 Why is it so tempting to love pleasure rather than God? Pleasure is something we
can control; God cannot be controlled. Most pleasures can be obtained easily; love for
God requires effort and sometimes sacrifice. Pleasure benefits us now; the benefits
of loving God are often in the future. Pleasure has a narcotic effect; it takes our
minds off ourselves and our problems. Love for God reminds us of our needs and our
responsibilities. Pleasure cooperates with pride. I+ makes us feel good when we look
good in the eyes of others. To love God we must lay aside our pride and our
accomplishments. Have you chosen to love pleasure, or to love God? How do you know?



3:5 The “form" or appearance of godliness includes going to church, knowing Christian
doctrine, using Christian clichés, and following a community's Christian traditions.
Such practices can make a person look good, but if the inner attitudes of belief, love,
and worship are lacking, the outer appearance is meaningless. Paul warns us not to be
deceived by people who only appear to be Christians. It may be difficult to distinguish
them from true Christians at first, but their daily behavior will give them away. The
characteristics described in 3:2-4 are unmistakable.

3:6-7 Because of their cultural background, women in the Ephesian church had
received no formal religious training. They enjoyed their new freedom tfo study
Christian truths, but their eagerness to learn made them a target for false teachers.
Paul warned Timothy to watch out for men who would take advantage of these women.
New believers need to grow in their knowledge of the Word because ignorance can
make them vulnerable to deception.

3:7 This verse is not opposing study and learning; it is warning about ineffective
learning. It is possible to be a perpetual student and never graduate to putting theory
into practice. But honest seekers and true students look for answers. Remember this
as you study God's Word. Seek to find God's truth and will for your life. Then do as he
says.

3:8-9 According to tradition, Jannes and Jambres were two of the magicians who
had counterfeited Moses' miracles before Pharaoh (Exodus 7:11-12). Paul explained
that just as Moses had exposed and defeated them (Exodus 8:18-19), God would
overthrow the false teachers who were plaguing the Ephesian church.

3:9 We can hide our sin for a while, but eventually the truth will be revealed. Sooner
or later, distraction, opposition, anger, or fatigue will wear us down, and our true
hearts will be exposed. The trials of life will conspire against our efforts tfo maintain
a religious front. We can't pick when and where we will be tested by adversity. Build
your character carefully because it will come out under stress. Live each day as if
your actions will one day be known to everyone. It is useless, in the middle of a fest,
to acknowledge that you should have prepared. Now is the time fo change anything
you wouldn't want revealed later.

The Man of God and the Word of God - Verses 10-17

1°But you have carefully followed my doctrine, manner of life, purpose, faith,
longsuffering, love, perseverance, 1 persecutions, afflictions, which happened to
me at Antioch, at Iconium, at Lystra—what persecutions I endured. And out
of them all the Lord delivered me. '>Yes, and all who desire to live godly in
Christ Jesus will suffer persecution. ' But evil men and impostors will grow worse
and worse, deceiving and being deceived. ' But you must continue in the things
which you have learned and been assured of, knowing from whom you have
learned them, '°® and that from childhood you have known the Holy Scriptures,



which are able to make you wise for salvation through faith which is in Christ
Jesus. !® All Scripture /s given by inspiration of God, and /s profitable for
doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for instruction in righteousness, 17 that the
man of God may be complete, thoroughly equipped for every good work.

3:11 In Lystra, Timothy's hometown, Paul had been stoned and left for dead (Acts
14:19); and this was only one incident among many. In 2 Corinthians 11:23-33 Paul
summarized his lifetime of suffering for the sake of the gospel. Paul mentioned his
suffering here to contrast his experience with that of the pleasure-seeking false
teachers.

3:12 In this charge, Paul told Timothy that people who obey God and live for Christ
will be persecuted. Don't be surprised when people misunderstand, criticize, and even
try to hurt you because of what you believe and how you live. Don't give up. Continue
to live as you know you should. God is the only one you need to please.

3:13 Don't expect false teachers and evil people to reform and change on their own.
Left alone, they will go from bad to worse. If you have the opportunity, correct them
so as o bring them back to faith in Christ. Fight for the truth, especially to protect
younger Christians.

3:14 Besieged by false teachers and the inevitable pressures of a growing ministry,
Timothy could easily have abandoned his faith or modified his doctrine. Once again
Paul counseled Timothy to look to his past and to hold to the basic teachings about
Jesus that are eternally true. Like Timothy, we are surrounded by false teachings.
But we must not allow our society to distort or crowd out God's eternal truth. Spend
time every day reflecting on the foundation of your Christian faith found in God's
Word, the great truths that build up your life.

3:15 Timothy was one of the first second-generation Christians: He became a
Christian not because an evangelist preached a powerful sermon but because his
mother and grandmother had taught him the holy Scriptures when he was a small
child (1:5). A parent's work is vitally important. At home and in church, we should
realize that teaching small children is both an opportunity and a responsibility. Jesus
wanted little children to come to him (Matthew 19:13-15). Like Timothy's mother and
grandmother, Eunice and Lois, do your part in leading children to Christ.

3:15 For Timothy, the "Holy Scriptures” were the books of the Old Testament. The
Old Testament is important because it points to Jesus Christ. At the same time, faith
in Christ makes the whole Bible intelligible.



3:16 The Bible is not a collection of stories, fables, myths, or merely human ideas
about God. It is not a human book. Through the Holy Spirit, God revealed his person
and plan fo certain believers, who wrote down his message for his people (2 Peter
1:20-21). This process is known as inspiration. The writers wrote from their own
personal, historical, and cultural contexts. Although they used their own minds,
talents, language, and style, they wrote what God wanted them to write. Scripture is
completely trustworthy because God was in control of its writing. Its words are
entirely authoritative for our faith and lives. The Bible is "God-breathed.” Read it,
and use its teachings to guide your conduct.

3:16-17 The whole Bible is God's inspired Word. Because it is inspired and
trustworthy, we should read it and apply it to our lives. The Bible is our standard for
testing everything else that claims fo be true. It is our safeguard against false
teaching and our source of guidance for how we should live. It is our only source of
knowledge about how we can be saved. God wants to show you what is true and equip
you to live for him. How much fime do you spend in God's Word? Read it regularly to
discover God's truth and to become confident in your life and faith. Develop a plan for
reading the whole Bible, not just the familiar passages.

3:17 In our zeal for the truth of Scripture, we must never forget its purpose—to
equip us to do good. We should not study God's Word simply to increase our
knowledge or to prepare us to win arguments. We should study the Bible so that we
will know how to do Christ's work in the world. Our knowledge of God's Word is not
useful unless it strengthens our faith and leads us to do good.



