2 Corinthians 7

(New International Version)

! Therefore, since we have these promises, dear friends, let us purify ourselves from
everything that contaminates body and spirit, perfecting holiness out of reverence for
God.

2 Make room for us in your hearts. We have wronged no one, we have corrupted no
one, we have exploited no one. ® | do not say this to condemn you; | have said before
that you have such a place in our hearts that we would live or die with you. * | have
spoken to you with great frankness; | take great pride in you. | am greatly encouraged;
in all our troubles my joy knows no bounds.

® For when we came into Macedonia, we had no rest, but we were harassed at every
turn conflicts on the outside, fears within. ® But God, who comforts the downcast,
comforted us by the coming of Titus, ” and not only by his coming but also by the
comfort you had given him. He told us about your longing for me, your deep sorrow,
your ardent concern for me, so that my joy was greater than ever.

8 Even if | caused you sorrow by my letter, | do not regret it. Though | did regret it see

that my letter hurt you, but only for a little while ° yet now | am happy, not because you
were made sorry, but because your sorrow led you to repentance. For you became
sorrowful as God intended and so were not harmed in any way by us. ' Godly sorrow
brings repentance that leads to salvation and leaves no regret, but worldly sorrow brings
death. ' See what this godly sorrow has produced in you: what earnestness, what
eagerness to clear yourselves, what indignation, what alarm, what longing, what
concern, what readiness to see justice done. At every point you have proved yourselves
to be innocent in this matter. '® So even though | wrote to you, it was neither on account
of the one who did the wrong nor on account of the injured party, but rather that before
God you could see for yourselves how devoted to us you are. ™ By all this we are
encouraged.

In addition to our own encouragement, we were especially delighted to see how happy
Titus was, because his spirit has been refreshed by all of you. * | had boasted to him
about you, and you have not embarrassed me. But just as everything we said to you
was true, so our boasting about you to Titus has proved to be true as well. '° And his
affection for you is all the greater when he remembers that you were all obedient,
receiving him with fear and trembling. ' | am glad | can have complete confidence in
you.

Study Notes

CHAPTER 7

2 CORINTHIANS 7:1

Cleansing is a twofold action: turning away from sin, and turning toward God. The
Corinthians were to have nothing to do with paganism. They were to make a clean
break with their past and give themselves to God alone.



2 CORINTHIANS 7:5

Here Paul resumed the story that he left in 2:13, where he said he went to Macedonia to
look for Titus. Though Paul still had many problems and hardships to face, he still found
comfort and joy in the progress of the ministry.

2 CORINTHIANS 7:8
"That letter" refers to the third letter (now lost) that Paul had written to the Corinthians.
Apparently it had caused the people to begin to change.

2 CORINTHIANS 7:10
Sorrow for our sins can result in changed behavior. Many people are sorry only for the
effects of their sins or for being caught ("sorrow without repentance”). Compare

Peter€s remorse and repentance with Judas@s bitterness and act of suicide. Both

denied Christ. One repented and was restored to faith and service; the other took his
own life.

2 CORINTHIANS 7:11
It is difficult to be confronted with our sin and even more difficult to get rid of sin. Paul
praised the Corinthians for clearing up an especially troublesome situation. Do you tend

to be defensive when confronted? Don @t let pride keep you from admitting your sins.

Accept correction as a tool for your growth, and do all you can to correct problems that
are pointed out to you.

2 Corinthians 8
gNew International Version)

And now, brothers and sisters, we want you to know about the grace that God has
given the Macedonian churches. 2 In the midst of a very severe trial, their overflowing
joy and their extreme poverty welled up in rich generosity. ® For | testify that they gave
as much as they were able, and even beyond their ability. Entirely on their own, * they

urgently pleaded with us for the privilege of sharing in this service to the Lord@®s

people. °> And they exceeded our expectations: They gave themselves first of all to the
Lord, and then by the will of God also to us. ® So we urged Titus, just as he had earlier
made a beginning, to bring also to completion this act of grace on your part. ” But since

you excel in everything@in faith, in speech, in knowledge, in complete earnestness and

in the love we have kindled in you see that you also excel in this grace of giving.

8 | am not commanding you, but | want to test the sincerity of your love by comparing it
with the earnestness of others. ° For you know the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, that
though he was rich, yet for your sake he became poor, so that you through his poverty
might become rich.

1% And here is my judgment about what is best for you in this matter. Last year you were
the first not only to give but also to have the desire to do so. "' Now finish the work, so
that your eager willingness to do it may be matched by your completion of it, according



to your means. '? For if the willingness is there, the gift is acceptable according to what
one has, not according to what one does not have.

'3 Qur desire is not that others might be relieved while you are hard pressed, but that
there might be equality. * At the present time your plenty will supply what they need, so
that in turn their plenty will supply what you need. The goal is equality, '° as it is written:

© The one who gathered much did not have too much, and the one who gathered little
did not have too little. @

'® Thanks be to God, who put into the heart of Titus the same concern | have for you. '’
For Titus not only welcomed our appeal, but he is coming to you with much enthusiasm
and on his own initiative. '® And we are sending along with him the brother who is
praised by all the churches for his service to the gospel. '® What is more, he was
chosen by the churches to accompany us as we carry the offering, which we administer
in order to honor the Lord himself and to show our eagerness to help. 2° We want to
avoid any criticism of the way we administer this liberal gift. ' For we are taking pains to
do what is right, not only in the eyes of the Lord but also in the eyes of man.

22 |n addition, we are sending with them our brother who has often proved to us in many
ways that he is zealous, and now even more so because of his great confidence in you.
23 As for Titus, he is my partner and co-worker among you; as for our brothers, they are
representatives of the churches and an honor to Christ. * Therefore show these men
the proof of your love and the reason for our pride in you, so that the churches can see
it.

Study Notes

2 CORINTHIANS 8:1

Paul, writing from Macedonia, hoped that news of the generosity of these churches
would encourage the Corinthian believers and motivate them to solve their problems
and unite in fellowship.

2 CORINTHIANS 8:2-5

During his third missionary journey, Paul had collected money for the impoverished
believers in Jerusalem. The churches in Macedonia Philippi, Thessalonica, and Berea
had given money even though they were poor, and they had sacrificially given more
than Paul expected. Although they were poor themselves, they wanted to help. The
amount we give is not as important as why and how we give. God does not want us to
give grudgingly. Instead, he wants us to give as these churches did out of dedication to
Christ, love for fellow believers, the joy of helping those in need, as well as the fact that
it was simply the good and right thing to do. How well does your giving measure up to
the standards set by the Macedonian churches?

2 CORINTHIANS 8:3-6

The Kingdom of God spreads through believers concern and eagerness to help others.
Here we see several churches joining to help others beyond their own circle of friends
and their own city. Explore ways that you might link up with a ministry outside your city,



either through your church or through a Christian organization. By joining with other
believers to do God's work, you increase Christian unity and help the Kingdom grow.

2 CORINTHIANS 8:7, 8

The Corinthian believers excelled in everything they had faith, gifted speakers,
knowledge, enthusiasm, and love. Paul wanted them to also be leaders in giving. Giving
is a natural response of love. Paul did not order the Corinthians to give, but he
encouraged them to prove that their love was real. When you love someone, you want
to give that person your time and attention and provide for his or her needs. If you
refuse to help, your love is not as genuine as you say.

2 CORINTHIANS 8:9

There is no evidence that Jesus was any poorer than most first-century Palestinians;
rather, Jesus became poor by giving up his rights as God and becoming human. In his
incarnation, God voluntarily became man the person Jesus of Nazareth. As a man,
Jesus was subject to place, time, and other human limitations. He did not give up his
eternal power when he became human, but he did set aside his glory and his rights (see
the note on Philippians 2:5-7). In response to the Father's will, he limited his power and
knowledge. Christ became "poor" when he became human because he set aside so
much. Yet by doing so, he made us "rich" because we received salvation and eternal
life.

What made Jesus' humanity unique was his freedom from sin. In Jesus we can see
every attribute of God's character. The Incarnation is explained further in these Bible
passages: John 1:1-14; Romans 1:2-5; Philippians 2:6-11; 1 Timothy 3:16; Hebrews
2:14; 1 John 1:1-3.

2 CORINTHIANS 8:10-15

The Christians in the Corinthian church had money, and apparently they had planned to
collect money for the Jerusalem church a year previously (see also 9:2). Paul
challenges them to act on their plans. Four principles of giving emerge here: (1) Your
willingness to give enthusiastically is more important than the amount you give; (2) you
should strive to fulfill your financial commitments; (3) if you give to others in need, they
will, in turn, help you when you are in need; (4) you should give as a response to Christ,
not for anything you can get out of it. How you give reflects your devotion to Christ.

2 CORINTHIANS 8:12

How do you decide how much to give? What about differences in the financial
resources Christians have? Paul gives the Corinthian church several principles to
follow: (1) Each person should follow through on previous promises (8:10, 11; 9:3); (2)
each person should give as much as he or she is able (8:12; 9:6); (3) each person must
make up his or her own mind how much to give (9:7); and (4) each person should give
in proportion to what God has given him or her (9:10). God gives to us so that we can
give to others.

2 CORINTHIANS 8:12



Paul says that we should give of what we have, not what we don't have. Sacrificial
giving must be responsible. Paul wants believers to give generously, but not to the
extent that those who depend on the givers (their families, for example) must go without
having their basic needs met. Give until it hurts, but don't give so that it hurts your family
and/or relatives who need your financial support.

2 CORINTHIANS 8:18-21

"Another brother" was traveling with Paul and Titus, a man who was elected by the
churches to also take the large financial gift to Jerusalem. Paul explained that by
traveling together there could be no suspicion and people would know that the gift was
being handled honestly. The church did not need to worry that the bearers of the
collection would misuse the money.



