2 Corinthians 5

(New International Version)

1 For we know that if the earthly tent we live in is destroyed, we have a building
from God, an eternal house in heaven, not built by human hands. 2 Meanwhile we
groan, longing to be clothed instead with our heavenly dwelling, > because when
we are clothed, we will not be found naked. * For while we are in this tent, we
groan and are burdened, because we do not wish to be unclothed but to be clothed
instead with our heavenly dwelling, so that what is mortal may be swallowed up
by life. > Now the one who has fashioned us for this very purpose is God, who has
given us the Spirit as a deposit, guaranteeing what is to come.

® Therefore we are always confident and know that as long as we are at home in
the body we are away from the Lord. For we live by faith, not by sight. 2 We are
confident, I say, and would prefer to be away from the body and at home with the
Lord. ° So we make it our goal to please him, whether we are at home in the body
or away from it. !° For we must all appear before the judgment seat of Christ, so
that each of us may receive what is due us for the things done while in the body,
whether good or bad.

11 since, then, we know what it is to fear the Lord, we try to persuade others.
What we are is plain to God, and I hope it is also plain to your conscience. > We
are not trying to commend ourselves to you again, but are giving you an
opportunity to take pride in us, so that you can answer those who take pride in

what is seen rather than in what is in the heart. 1> If we are ®out of our mind, ¢ as

some say, it is for God; if we are in our right mind, it is for you. ** For Christ ®s

love compels us, because we are convinced that one died for all, and therefore all
died. °> And he died for all, that those who live should no longer live for
themselves but for him who died for them and was raised again.

16 S0 from now on we regard no one from a worldly point of view. Though we once
regarded Christ in this way, we do so no longer. '’ Therefore, if anyone is in Christ,
the new creation has come: The old has gone, the new is here! ' All this is from
God, who reconciled us to himself through Christ and gave us the ministry of
reconciliation: *° that God was reconciling the world to himself in Christ, not

counting people ®s sins against them. And he has committed to us the message of
reconciliation. ?° We are therefore Christ s ambassadors, as though God were

making his appeal through us. We implore you on Christ s behalf: Be reconciled

to God. ! God made him who had no sin to be sin for us, so that in him we might
become the righteousness of God.

2 CORINTHIANS 5:1-10

Paul contrasts our earthly body and our future resurrection body. Paul clearly
states that our present body makes us groan, but when we die we will not be
spirits without bodies. We will have new bodies that will be perfect for our
everlasting life.



Paul wrote as he did because the church at Corinth was surrounded by Greek
culture, and many believers had difficulty with the concept of bodily resurrection
because the Greeks did not believe in it. Most saw the afterlife as something that
happened only to the soul, with the real person imprisoned in a physical body.
They believed that at death the soul was released; there was no immortality for
the body, and the soul enters an eternal state. But the Bible teaches that the body
and soul are not permanently separated.

Paul describes our resurrected body in more detail in 1 Corinthians 15:46-58.
We will still have personalities and recognizable characteristics in our

resurrected body, but through Christ®s work, our body will be better than we can

imagine. The Bible does not tell us everything about our resurrected body, but we
know that it will be perfect, without sickness, disease, or pain...see Philippians
3:21; Revelation 21

2 CORINTHIANS 5:5

The Holy Spirit within us is our guarantee that God will give us an everlasting
body at the resurrection (1:22). We have eternity in us now! This truth should give
us great courage and patience to endure anything we might have to experience.

2 CORINTHIANS 5:6-8

Paul was not afraid to die because he was confident of spending eternity with
Christ. Of course, facing the unknown may cause us anxiety, and leaving loved

ones hurts deeply, but if we believe in Jesus Christ, we can share Paul®s hope
and confidence of eternal life with Christ.

For those who believe in Christ, death is only a prelude to eternal life with
God. We will continue to live. Let this hope give you confidence and inspire you
to faithful service.

2 CORINTHIANS 5:9, 10

While eternal life is a free gift given on the basis of God's grace (Ephesians
2:8, 9), each of us will still be judged by Christ. He will reward us for how we have
lived. God's gracious gift of salvation does not free us from the requirement of
faithful obedience. All Christians must give account on the day of judgment of
how they have lived (see Matthew 16:27; Romans 14:10-12; 1 Corinthians 3:10-
15).

2 CORINTHIANS 5:12

Those who "brag about having a spectacular ministry rather than having a
sincere heart before God" are the false preachers (see 2:17), who were concerned
only about getting ahead in this world. They were preaching the Good News for



money and popularity, while Paul and his companions were preaching out of
concern for eternity. You can identify false preachers by finding out what really
motivates them. If they are more concerned about themselves than about Christ,
avoid them and their message.

2 CORINTHIANS 5:13-15

Everything that Paul and his companions did was to honor God. Christ's love
controlled their lives. Because Christ died for us, we also are dead to our old life.
Like Paul, we should no longer live to please ourselves; we should spend our life
pleasing Christ, who died for us and rose from the grave.

2 CORINTHIANS 5:17

Christians are brand-new people on the inside. The Holy Spirit gives them new
life, and they are not the same anymore. We are not reformed, rehabilitated, or
reeducated®we are re-created (new creations), living in vital union with Christ

(Colossians 2:6, 7). At conversion we do not merely turn over a new leaf; we
begin a new life under a new Master.

2 CORINTHIANS 5:18, 19

God brings us back to himself (reconciles us) by blotting out our sins (see
also Ephesians 2:13-18) and making us right with him. When we trust in Christ,
we are no longer God's enemies, or strangers or foreigners to him. Because we
have been reconciled to God, we have the privilege of encouraging others to do
the same, and thus we are those who have "the task of reconciling people to
him."

2 CORINTHIANS 5:20

An ambassador is an official representative of one country to another. As
believers, we are Christ's ambassadors, sent with his message of reconciliation
to the world. An ambassador of reconciliation has an important responsibility. We
dare not take this responsibility lightly. How well are you fulfilling your

commission as Christ®s ambassador?

2 CORINTHIANS 5:21

When we trust in Christ, we make an exchange: He takes our sin and makes us
right with God. Our sin was laid on Christ at his crucifixion. His righteousness is

given to us at our conversion. This is what Christians mean by Christ®s
atonement for sin. In the world, bartering works only when two people exchange



goods of relatively equal value. But God offers to trade his righteousness for our
sin something of immeasurable worth for something completely worthless. How
grateful we should be for his kindness to us.



