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Chapter 5 

To the Elders and the Flock – Verses 1-11 
1 To the elders among you, I appeal as a fellow elder and a witness of Christ’s 
sufferings who also will share in the glory to be revealed: 2 Be shepherds of 
God’s flock that is under your care, watching over them—not because you must, 
but because you are willing, as God wants you to be; not pursuing dishonest 
gain, but eager to serve; 3 not lording it over those entrusted to you, but being 
examples to the flock. 4 And when the Chief Shepherd appears, you will receive 
the crown of glory that will never fade away. 5 In the same way, you who are 
younger, submit yourselves to your elders. All of you, clothe yourselves with 
humility toward one another, because, “God opposes the proud but shows favor 
to the humble.”  6 Humble yourselves, therefore, under God’s mighty hand, that 
he may lift you up in due time. 7 Cast all your anxiety on him because he cares 
for you. 8 Be alert and of sober mind. Your enemy the devil prowls around like a 
roaring lion looking for someone to devour. 9 Resist him, standing firm in the 
faith, because you know that the family of believers throughout the world is 
undergoing the same kind of sufferings.  10 And the God of all grace, who called 
you to his eternal glory in Christ, after you have suffered a little while, will 
himself restore you and make you strong, firm and steadfast. 11 To him be the 
power for ever and ever. Amen. 

5:1 Elders were church officers providing supervision, protection, discipline, 
instruction, and direction for the other believers. Elder simply means “older.” Both 
Greeks and Jews gave positions of great honor to wise older men, and the Christian 
church continued this pattern of leadership. Elders carried great responsibility, and 
they were expected to be good examples. 

5:1-2 Peter, one of Jesus’ 12 disciples, was one of the three who saw Christ’s glory 
at the Transfiguration (Mark 9:1-13; 2 Peter 1:16-18). Often the spokesman for the 
apostles, Peter witnessed Jesus’ death and resurrection, preached at Pentecost, and 
became a pillar of the Jerusalem church. But writing to the elders, he identified 
himself as a fellow elder, not a superior. He asked them to “be shepherds of God’s 
flock,” exactly what Jesus had told him to do (John 21:15-17). Peter was taking his 
own advice as he worked along with the other elders in caring for God’s faithful 



people. His identification with the elders is a powerful example of Christian 
leadership, showing that authority is based on service, not power (Mark 10:42-45).  

5:2-5 Peter describes several characteristics of good leaders in the church: (1) They 
realize they are caring for God’s flock, not their own; (2) they lead out of eagerness 
to serve, not out of obligation; (3) they are concerned for what they can give, not for 
what they can get; (4) they lead by example, not force. All of us lead others in some 
way. Whatever our role, our leadership should be in line with these characteristics.  

5:4 The Chief Shepherd is Jesus Christ. This refers to his second coming, when he 
will judge all people and give rewards to his faithful followers. The “crown,” while 
metaphorical, pictures the glory believers will receive that is eternal and unchanging. 
What better motivation for selfless service! What better motivation for keeping the 
faith in the face of suffering and temptation!  

5:5 Both young and old can benefit from Peter’s instructions. Pride often keeps older 
people from trying to understand young people and keeps young people from listening 
to those who are older. Peter told both young and old to be humble and to serve each 
other. Young men should follow the leadership of older men, who should lead by 
example. Respect those who are older than you, listen to those younger than you, and 
be humble enough to admit that you can learn from others.  

5:6 We often worry about our position and status, hoping to get proper recognition 
for what we do. But Peter advises us to remember that God’s recognition counts more 
than human praise. God is able and willing to bless us according to his timing. Humbly 
obey God regardless of present circumstances, and in his good time—either in this 
life or in the next—he will honor you.  

5:7 Carrying your worries, stresses, and daily struggles by yourself shows that you 
have not trusted God fully with your life. It takes humility, however, to recognize 
that God cares, to admit your need, and to let others in God’s family help you. 
Sometimes we think that struggles caused by our own sin and foolishness are not 
God’s concern. But when we turn to God in repentance, he will bear the weight even of 
those struggles. Letting God have your anxieties calls for action, not passivity. Don’t 
submit to circumstances but to the Lord, who controls circumstances.  

5:8-9 Lions attack sick, young, or straggling animals; they choose victims who are 
alone or not alert. Peter warns us to watch out for Satan when we are suffering or 
being persecuted. If you are feeling alone, weak, helpless, and cut off from other 
believers, or if you are so focused on your troubles that you forget to watch for 
danger, those are the times when you are especially vulnerable to Satan’s attacks. 
During times of suffering, seek other Christians for support. Keep your eyes on 
Christ, and resist the devil. Then, says James, “he will flee from you” (James 4:7).  



5:10 When we are suffering, we often feel as though our pain will never end. Peter 
gave these faithful Christians a broader perspective. In comparison with eternity, 
their suffering would last only “a little while.” Some of Peter’s readers would be 
strengthened and delivered in their own lifetimes. Others would be released from 
their suffering through death. All of God’s faithful followers are assured of an 
eternal life with Christ, where there will be no suffering (Revelation 21:4).  

Final Greetings – Verses 12-14  
12 With the help of Silas, whom I regard as a faithful brother, I have written to 
you briefly, encouraging you and testifying that this is the true grace of God. 
Stand fast in it.  13 She who is in Babylon, chosen together with you, sends you 
her greetings, and so does my son Mark. 14 Greet one another with a kiss of 
love. Peace to all of you who are in Christ. 

5:12 Silas was one of the men chosen to deliver  the letter from the Jerusalem 
council to the church in Antioch (Acts 15:22). He accompanied Paul on his second 
missionary journey (Acts 15:40–18:11), is mentioned by Paul in the salutation of Paul’s 
letters to the Thessalonians (1 Thessalonians 1:1; 2 Thessalonians 1:1), and ministered 
with Timothy in Corinth (2 Corinthians 1:19).  

5:13 Mark, also called John Mark, was known to many of this letter’s readers because 
he had traveled widely (Acts 12:25–13:13; 15:36-41) and was recognized as a leader in 
the church (Colossians 4:10; Philemon 1:24). Mark was probably with the disciples at 
the time of Jesus’ arrest (Mark 14:51-52). Tradition says that Peter was Mark’s main 
source of information when Mark wrote his Gospel. 

5:14 Peter wrote this letter just before the cruel emperor Nero began persecuting 
Christians in Rome and throughout the empire. Afraid for his life, Peter had three 
times denied even knowing Jesus (John 18:15-27). But here, having learned how to 
stand firm in an evil world, he encouraged other Christians who were facing 
persecution for their faith. Peter was martyred for his faith because he lived by the 
words he wrote. Those who stand for Christ will be persecuted because the world is 
ruled by Christ’s greatest enemy. But just as the small group of early believers stood 
against persecution, so we must be willing to stand for our faith with the patience, 
endurance, and courage that Peter exhibited. 
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